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The South American 
Explorers Chub 


is a $01(c)(3) non-profit organiza- 
tion. With Clubhouses in Quito, Ec- 


uadgg and Lima, Peru; and U.S: 
hig Hes, New York, 
the SAEC co ae avail- 


able to its members tfp-to-date, reli- 
able information about Central and 
South America. 


Membership is US $40 ($70 couple) 
per year. Residents outside the U.S. add 
US $10 (US $7 for Canada) for post- 
age. Those wishing to sign up in the 
United Kingdom can join through 
Bradt Publications (Please allow 4-6 
weeks to receive membership cards), 
41 Nortoft Road, Chalfont St. Peter, 
Bucks SL9 OLA, U.K. 


Aims and Purposes: 

The South American Explorers Club 
was founded in 1977 to: 

Further the exchange of informa- 
tion among travelers, outdoors 
people and researchers 

Support scientific field exploration 
and research in the social and natu- 
ral sciences 

¢ Promote field sports such as moun- 
taineering, white water running, hik- 
ing, caving, biking and others. 

¢ Awaken greater interest in and ap- 
preciation for wilderness conserva- 
tion and wildlife protection. 

¢ Receive contributions for projects 
aimed at conserving natural re- 
sources and improving social condi- 
tions in Latin America. 


South American Explorer: 
A 64-page quarterly magazine with 
articles on adventure travel, scientific 


Membership Services.i 
Knowledgeable: 
staff and volunt 


5 i information to mem- 
ee pe « 


a companions for a trip/ 
or seeking to contact ex- 
icular field. 

Frip ‘Reports: Trip Reports provide 
specialized information on just about 
everything—climbing Aconcagua, 
volunteering, learning Spanish, lining 
upa local tour operator, white-water 
rafting, hiking the Darien Gap, visit- 
ing the Galapagos, etc. 

Maps: The Club maintains a collec- 
tion of topographical, geological and 
road maps for member use and pur- 
chase. 


Lending Library: There is an exten- 
sive library of both English and Span- 
ish books at Clubhouses in Quito and 
Lima. 


Merchandise for sale: Books, maps, 
tapes, T-shirts and other items are on 
sale at Clubhouses or through the 
Club’s catalog. 

Trip planning: Members can call 
upon their Club for help and trip 
planning information. 

Discounts: Members receive dis- 
counts from many local tour opera- 
tors, hotels and language schools. 


cane Library, 
-mail Service. 


South American Explorers Club 
Catalog: 

The Club’s annual catalog contains 
books, maps, music and language 
tapes. Please call or write the Ithaca 
office to request a copy of the latest 
catalog. Include $3.00 if catalog is to 
be mailed outside the U.S. 


To join the Club: Contact us at our 
U.S. headquarters, use the order form 
on page 63, or sign up at one of the 
clubhouses. 


Website: http://www. samexplo.org 


U.S. Headquarters 

126 Indian Creek Road, 
Ithaca, NY 14850 USA 

Phone: (607) 277-0488 

Fax: (607) 277-6122 

E-mail: explorer@samexplo.org 


Quito Clubhouse 
Jorge Washington 311, Quito, Ecuador 
Phone/fax: (593) 2 225-228 

Staff e-mail: explorer@saec.org.ec 
Member e-mail: member@saec.org.ec 
(Put member's full name in subject field) 


Lima Clubhouse 

Av. Republica de Portugal 146, Brefia, 
Lima, Peru 

Phone/fax: (511) 425-0142 

Staff e-mail: 
montague@amauta.rcp.net.pe 

Member e-mail: 
memberlima@amauta.rep.net.pe 

(Put member’s full name in subject field) 


South American Explorer 


SOUTH AMERICAN 


EXPLORER 


Editor 
Don Montague 


Associate Editor 
Pamela Tan 


Contributing Editors 
Daniel Buck 
Federico B. Kirbus 
‘Anne Meadows 
D. Bruce Means 


Design Director 
Lou Robinson 


Manager 
Saoirse McClory 


Business Manager 
Vicky Williamson 


LIMA CLUBHOUSE 


Manager 
Tim Currie 


QUITO CLUBHOUSE 


Manager 
Sheila Corwin 


Business Manager 
Diana Morris 


Director of Latin American 
Affairs 
Melanie Ebertz 


Webmaster 
Karen Taggart 


Records Supervisor wlo portfolio 
Craig Sorensen 


Advisors 
Hilary Bradt 
Jean Brown 

Tim Cahill 
Nelson Carrasco 
John W. Davidge II 
Eleanor Griffis de Ziitiga 
Gregory Deyermenjian 
Paolo Greer 
John Hemming 
Geoffrey Hird 
Leighton Klein 
Forest Leighty 
Loren McIntyre 
Joanne Omang 
Rob Rachowiecki 
Maruja Reyes 
David Smith 
Virginia Smith 
Gerald Starbuck 
Humberto Valdivia 


Legal Advisor 
J. Michael Dowling 


Youth Advisors 
Finnegan Luca Cobb Boyle 
Zachary James Montague 


eee 


.) 
SAEC Fights to Save Name, p. 5 


The Correlejas: Running o; 
the Bulls in Colombia, p 12 
by Robert Mykle 


@ 
Ecuador's Vibrant Tigua Art, p 8 
by Jean G. Colvin 


Rarely Seen Birds of Guyana, p.16 
by Richard Ryan 


e. 
Impressions of Paraty, Brazil, p.52 
by Tom Cockrem 


Wacko Theories, 
Part Il, p 22 
by Georgia Lee 


ce of Clubs 
Ad Index 
Ask the Doctor 


Club News 
Corner Store 
Cyberpage 


Cover photo by Tom Cockrem From the Road. 


See article page 52. Letters. seit 4 
South American Explorers 36 
Tips & Notes ... 46 


The South American Explorer is the quarterly journal of the South American Explorers Chub, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation located at 
126 Indian Greek Road, Ithaca, NY 14850, telephone (607) 277-0488. A one-year subscription is U.S. $22.00, additional $10.00 ($7.00 for 
Canada) for overseas postage. No part ofthis publication may be reproduiced without prior written consent of the publisher. All statements 
in articles and advertisements are those of the authors and advertisers and do not necessarily represent the views of the South American 
Explorers Club or the South American Explorer. Copyright © 1999. All Rights reserved. Peru Clubhouse: Casilla 3714, Lima 100, Peru 
(street address: Avenida Republica de Portugal 146, Breits, Lima), telephone (511) 425-0142. Ecuador Clubhouse: Apartado 17-21-431, 
Eloy Alfaro, Quito, Ecuador, (street address: Jorge Washington 311 y L, Plaza, Quito), telephone (5932) 225-228, Reprints of articles are 
available from the Ithaca office. Unsolicited articles must include a self-addressed, stamped envelope; photographs should be insured or 
registered. Neither the South American Explorers Club nor the South American Explorer is responsible for material lost or damaged in the 
mail. Website: htp:/www.samexplo.org. The South American Explorers Club is nor affliated with The Explorers Club,™ 


Number 56, Summer 1999 


To the Editor: 


I enjoyed Victor Ponce’s piece on 
Alexander von Humboldt’s 
noticing that the Otomac Indians 
of the Orinoco enjoyed eating earth 
(“Alexander von Humboldt on 
Geophagy,” Issue 55, Spring 1999). 

There is a more recent example 
of a tribe that also enjoys dirt. (No, 
not the Hustler variety!) In 
November 1953, when Orlando 
and Claudio Villas Boas made 
contact with the Mentuktire (a 
Kayapo tribe, then known as 
Txukarramae) on the Jarina 
tributary of the Xingu in central 
Brazil, they noticed the fearsome 
warriors pausing during their march 
to scoop up handfuls of earth. This 
confirmed what the Villa Boas had 
heard about the warlike tribe. When 
they reached their village, they found 
that earth played a large part in these 
people’s diet. 

The brothers assumed that the 
lumps of earth were pieces of 
termite mounds that the Indians 
devoured for the tasty and protein- 
rich insects—as the Yanomami also 
do. But when the British film maker 
Adrian Cowell was with these 
Kayapé a few years later, his friend 
Rauni suddenly sat ona river bank 
and popped two large lumps of 
sand into his mouth. Cowell 
noticed that when Rauni drank 
from a puddle he stirred as much 
mud as possible into his drink. 
When Cowell asked Rauni what it 
was like, the Indian said it was 
lovely. So the intrepid Englishman 
tried a lump of earth. He found it 
“unexpectedly easy to swallow and 
in consistency and taste very like a 
certain breakfast food which it 
would be unwise to name.” (The 
Heart of the Forest, p. 236) 

Eating earth cannot be all bad. 


The Mentuktire are tremendously 
fit, and Rauni is a great character 
in the history of the Xingu. 

(By the way, Adrian Cowell has 
just made a new television series 
about uncontacted Brazilian tribes. 
I hear that it is as brilliant as his 
prize-winners “The Tribe that 
Hides from Man” and “The 
Decade of Destruction.”) 

I'm glad to see that the Club 
and magazine are flourishing. 
Congratulations! 

Best wishes, 

John Hemming 


To the Editor: 


To translate a Spanish menu, I tried 
using the Alta Vista Translation 
Web Site and the translation- 
reverse-translation method referred 
to in Issue 54’s “Ace of Clubs” 
column (Issue 54, Winter 1998). 
Here’s the English version of some 
Spanish culinary delights, as 
rendered in this linguistic Cuisinart: 

Couch of Smoky Salmon 

Cocktail of Brave and Rib 

Tigers (4 Units) 

Fused Cheese 

Padded Olives 

‘Ham and Cheese in Two Floors 

Sew for Many (groups) 

‘Squids to the Romans 

Salmon to the Iron 

Eggs to the Flemish 

It Cream of Shellfish 

(and the especialidad de la casa:) 


Varied Fleas (six departures in half) 
accompanied by an Orgasm of Hot 
Special Breads. 


[invite readers to submit their 
recipes for making these treats, and 
their own best guesses as to the 
gastronomic reality underlying the 
translation. 


Doug Vaughan 
To the Editor: 


I regret that we won’t be renewing 
our membership. But the SAEC 
was helpful in helping me get to 
South America before my 90th 
birthday! 

Thanks, and keep up the good 
work! 

WL. Everson 


To the Editor: 


Yes, I’m still recovering from the 
shock of finding out that I won the 
Bogus Book Contest (Tips and Notes, 
Issue 55, Spring 1999)! This means 
that the note I was preparing to send 
you, accusing the Club of favoritism, 
rigged contests, and outright fraud, 
is now bound for the shredder. 

Thanks again, 

Leo van Amerongen 
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US.DISTRICT COURT — 
1 


EL 


IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT], 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK: > 


THE EXPLORERS CLUB, 


SOUTH AMERICAN EXPLORERS CLUB 


Civil Action No. 


Plaintiff 


5 aN COMPLAINT 
99 -UV- 176 


Defendant 


Plaintiff, The Explorers Club, asserts the following Complaint: 


Advised by our attorney to abstain from any inflammatory remarks, we have 


gone over Ace of Clubs and bl 


ed out anything remotely offensive. Our regrets 


that we cannot publish the original Ace of Clubs at this time. 


n March 20, 1999, at 3:46 a.m. a small 

sickly animal that cost $14.98 at the Pyra- 

mid Mall pet shop four years ago scraped a 
hollow in the wood shavings lining its cage, shuddered 
twice, rolled over, and died. 

It’s been more than a year now since Marianne 
brought the guinea pigs to the Club for spring break. 
Cricket and Penny were the much-adored mascots 
of the toddler class at the Ithaca Montessori School. 
While we answered phones and dealt with e-mails 
from members, Cricket, the black guinea pig, chirped 
cheerfully while the brown, grey, and white Penny 
bedded down in the wood chips. 

A week after the guinea pigs’ arrival, Cricket 
took seriously ill. The office was in chaos at the time, 
and only later did we pinpoint Cricket’s rapid onset 
of sickness at 1:30 p.m.—just about the time the post- 
man delivered a letter fron A! of 
i. is one 
(| [eer I a eR | 
EES This letter of ES reic- 
nite aS vith a 2 
i that had been A for over 
ES We had though a Here 
22) 
Ds eS 
aa ea ae eee] 


Get a letter like that on a grey and wintery day, 


& GOOD TROPHIES ARE }) 


SOUTH AMERICAN 
EXPLORERS 


and it’s easy to overlook the sounds of anguish coming from 
a rodent near the radiator, That was the day Cricket fell ill. 
As things turned out, she never made it back to Montessori. 
Tt wasn’t all downhill. Cricket had her good periods, but these 
always ended with a sudden spasm, seizure, or some other con- 
vulsion that revealed her almost unbearable distress. 
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Of course, in the beginning, no 
one saw any sort of pattern. Cricket’s 
condition might stabilize, hold steady 
for weeks on end, then something 
would happen, and she would fall 
deathly ill all over again. It’s not clear 
who in the office first made the con- 
nection, but once made, everyone 
saw it: Cricket’s well-being was pre- 
ternaturally but unmistakably linked 
ESS) 
GE Whenever 
ME, Club member and Hl 
GS who was 
the SAEC HEE, seemed on the 
vege Of 

|, Cricket did 
well. On the other hand, when Hil 
ee 
a or ee for 2 
EE, Cricket suffered. 


Now, as members of the South 
American Explorers Club know, 
Andean shamans use guinea pigs like 
Cricket to diagnose and heal their 
patients, As the shaman ceremoni- 
ously sweeps a guinea pig over a pa- 
tient, the cuy absorbs the illness into 
its small, plump body. And as physi- 
cians use X-rays and MRI to analyze 
a patient’s condition, so the shaman 


August 7, 1998 


skins the live cuy and slits it open to 
study its internal organs for bruises 
and discolorations that tell him of 
injury and disease afflicting the pa- 
tient. The cuy dies, but the patient is 
often healed. 

Once the staff got attuned, all 
doubt was swept aside. Clearly there 
existed a direct correlation between 
Cricket’s harrowing relapses and 


WBE. Cricket was our canary in the 
coal mine. Just look at the chart. Any 
way you look at it, Cricket was a liv- 
ing barometer that instantly regis- 


cre ry) TT 


Yes, we know many will pooh- 
pooh Cricket and claim we made the 
whole thing up. Ridiculous. The 
South American Explorers Club 
would never hide behind a guinea pig 
or try to capitalize on the intense and 
prolonged pain of a small animal. 
Those that harbor any doubts on this 
score need only call Dr. Chris Armao 
at the Briar Patch Veterinary Clinic 
at 706 Elmira Road in Ithaca. A 
compassionate animal friend and 
year-long champion of Cricket dur- 


SAEC nee 
WR, initiates encouraging Im 


8 it Crickets 


health improves, weight soars to 1 Ib, 1 


oz 


February 18, 1998 
 cigitcs 0. 
Armao, Cricket's vet, notes sensitive kidneys. 
Recommends Nutrical diet using syringe. 


November 6, 1998 


2 as >) 
ha aaa 
MR. Cricket off her teed, refuses Nutvical. 


January 18, 1999 
SAEC finds 1 


during Intemet search. Cricket scars 
up Nultical, Kaytee cavy pellets, and 
apple tidbits. 


might 


Four centimeter cyst erupts on Cricket's mandible. 


January 19, 1999 


a 
Club advisor, says 2M by SAEC 
[eee Bt 


CRICKET 
1993-1999 


Artist's sketch oF 
the Cricket Memorial 


lh 


Cricket's grave. 


ing her travails, Chris will fill you in 
on and confirm the medical particu- 
lars of Cricket’s drawn out struggle 
for survival. 


January 25, 1999 

ES 0c2 EB and x 
ee =| 
(RR Vet lances cyst, clear fluid sig- 
nals Cricket temporarily out of danger. 


February 8, 1999 


March 20, 1999 
and 


aa 
7 _| 


3:46 a.m, 
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JSAEC for 


pe 
BB. Cricket won't eat, can barely 
move, Vet suspects renal failure, 


remote. Cricket dies at 


Looking back, we are ashamed to 
admit that we considered deep-sixing 
Cricket’s story. Why? Well, for one 
thing, i claimed 
ha a vc 
whe, 
we ES about what 
would hap | 
MB — if, for example, we had to 
aS eS Se 


Lt was SEE, bur not to 


“My God!” we thought. “If iil 


No, we resolved. As long as Cricket 
lives, we must do everything in our 
power to spare her the guinea-pig 
bashing certain to rain down upon her 
if the story gets out. 

But that was then. Given the tragic 
outcome, it’s only fair that Cricket’s 
story be told. 

Throughout this nerve-wracking, 
dark, and foreboding period, all of us 
at the South American Explorers Club 
hoped against hope for an Zi 
EEE. Time after time we thought 
to ourselves, “If only the i 
Ee |) 
sec MME, surely they 
vr 
hE. ee 
[ee een 
Let us and we can gy 


ik: an 
get on vith TT” 


Alas, it was not to be. Things 
got a whole lot worse. On Febru- 


ay, 1), 


On the same hey 
a, Cricket 
retreated behind her wood block, 
burrowed into the cedar shavings, 
and ate no more. 

Andean shamans believe that 
a guinea pig absorbs and mirrors 
the evil that afflicts the patient. 
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SAFARI 


Ecuador 


Hi dive Coopoltbs 


Llama Trekking 
4x4. Transport 


yy 
ba al + Day Tours 
+ Hk 
> Outi 


Horse Riding 


Airazor Jungle 


+ Along the river Stiriguno 
we offer the very best 1 
InJungle adventures. 4 az 

+ Camping at night =( = ) 
and hiking or traveling So 
in dugout canoes. 

+ We always have bilingual guiding. 

+ We have expeditions departing 
every week. 


With experience 
running boats in the 
Islands and 
extensive data files 
on the boats in 
operation we are in 
2 unique position to be 
able to help you select the 
best available option for your 
cruise In the Islands. 


+ In the heart of new Quito 
+ Economic rates 
long term quests 
+ Comfortable beds 
+ Kitchen Privileges 
+ Quiet ond secure location 


secure luggage lockers 


SAFARI 
Calama 380 and Juan Leon Mera, 
Quito - Ecuador. 

USA & Canada: | 800 434 8182 
Tel. 595 2 552 505 / 234 799 
Fax: 595 2 225 381 
E-mail: admin@safari.com.ec 
http://www.qni.com/"mj/safari/safari.htm) 
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Gustavo Toaquiza, Corpus Christi 


Tigua Artists 
of Ecuador 


Jean G. Colvin 


igua artists in the Ecuadorian Andes are re- 

nowned for their colorful paintings of rural life. 

Their delightful folk art celebrates their moun- 
tain life with its festivals, legends, and traditions dating 
back centuries. 

Tigua is a collection of small communities southwest 
of Quito. Most of the people here farm the mountain 
slopes and valleys, herding sheep and llamas and grow- 
ing their crops on the patchwork of steep, windswept 
fields. Tigua artists are deeply bound to the land. Even 
the most successful painters still plant and harvest their 
own fields of potatoes, beans, and grains. 

Traditionally, Quichua artists from the highlands 
decorated the drums and masks seen in the colorful 


Jean Colvin is the director of the University of California 
Research Expeditions Program (UREP). She has worked 
with the Tigua Artist Cooperative since 1993, organizing 
exhibitions and promoting their work. 


Andean festivals, but the paintings that have 
gained popularity in recent years were unknown 
until the early 1970’s. It was then that Julio 
Toaquiza, encouraged by a Quito art dealer, 
started to paint on a flat surface, using a sheep- 
skin stretched over a wooden frame and brushes 
made from chicken feathers. It changed Tigua 
art dramatically. Since then, Julio’s children and 
other villagers have developed and expanded 
this art form. Though lacking formal training, 
Tigua artists following Julio Toaquiza’s lead 
have seen their creations spread throughout Ec- 
uador and beyond. Tigua paintings are now 
widely collected, prized for their vibrancy and 
detail. 

Today, Tigua artists still paint almost 
exclusively on sheep hide. Tigua paintings are 
invariably small, their dimensions limited by the 
size of the sheepskin. Many artists also paint 
and decorate the frames of the paintings as well. 
And there have been other changes. Not long 


Alfonso Toaquiza, Los Incas 
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Tigua paintings are now widely 
collected, prized for their 
vibrancy and detail. 


Tigua artists generally paint scenes of communal life: vil- 
lagers herding livestock, spinning and weaving wool, 
harvesting crops and going to market, enjoying a bull- 
fight. Other favorite subjects are Cotopaxi, the sacred, 
snow-covered volcano, Quilatoa with its rugged slopes, 
and the condor, the legendary bird of the Andes. Faces on 
rocks and mountains reflect the Tigua view that nature is 
alive. 

For the most part, Tigua painters shy away from por- 
traiture or abstract composition in favor of the broad 
perspective—village or rural scenes of multiple figures, 
themes of community and nature. 

A popular theme with Tigua artists is the festival. 


Alfredo Toaquiza, Los Incas 


a See 
Alfredo Toaquiza, El Shaman 


ago, all Tigua artists used the cheap enamel paints avail- 
able everywhere in Ecuador. But since these lead-based 
paints were found to be toxic, those who can afford them 


have switched to oils or acrylics. 
Gustavo Toaquiza, Contaminacion de la Amazonica 


Number 56, Summer 1999 9 


The Corpus Christi festival in Tigua 


Although predominately Christian, 
people in Tigua still cling to ancient 
rituals and festivals of pre-conquest 
origin. Festivals portrayed most fre- 
quently in Tigua paintings are Cor- 
pus Christi (celebrated in June, a fi- 
esta uniting Inca harvest festivals 
with medieval Christianity), Noche 
Buena (Christmas Eve), and Tres 
Reyes (Three Kings). And since mu- 
sic is inseparable from the festival, 
Tigua painting typically pays homage 
to musicians and their instraments— 
guitar, flute, panpipe, drum, and 
trumpet. Dancers, too, are a favor- 
ite. Swaying and weaving to the 
hauntingly beautiful music, brightly 
costumed performers in ornately 
carved masks of the tiger, monkey, 
and dog dance through the narrow 
streets, 

In times of trouble or ill health, 
the highland Quichua look to their 
shaman to perform the traditional 
cleaning and healing rituals. The 
skulls, candles, smoke, and medici- 
nal plants that shamans use in their 
ceremonies figure prominently in 
Tigua art. Paintings of shamans tend 
to be somewhat somber and dark, as 
shamans usually practice their rites 
at night. 


Historical and political themes 
are not common in Tigua paintings. 
Though the Incas spent little time in 
Ecuador, Inca rulers and deities do 
figure in paintings. Another histori- 
cal theme is the hacienda period. In 
these paintings, indigenous people 
are seen working as serfs on large es- 
tates under the stern gaze of a major- 
domo. 

Today, sophisticated Tigua art- 
ists are politically active. It’s not un- 
common to find paintings of 
Quichuas celebrating the election of 
Ecuador’s first Indian representative 
to the national congress, marchers 
demonstrating for indigenous rights, 
and scenes of environmental destruc- 
tion wrought by international oil 
companies operating in the Amazon 
basin. Pachacama, protector of the 


Maria Toaquiza, Alfredo’s wife and one 
of the few women artists of Tigua 


earth and the principle Inca deity, is 
often portrayed as a disembodied vis- 
age in the background of the paint- 
ing, a symbol of Indian ethnic and 
cultural pride. 

The growing popularity of 
Tigua-style art has spawned a whole 
new crop of painters, some native 
Tiguans, but many found in other 
parts of Ecuador. The quality varies 
dramatically. The better painters sell 


their work through tourist stores or 
galleries. Less-well-known artists 
peddle their paintings themselves. 
You'll see them at the weekend fairs 
and on the streets of Quito and other 
towns where tourists gather. Not a 
few Tigua artists have cut their rural 
roots and embraced urban life with 
its abundance of tourists and other 
buyers. These artists, who still paint 
bucolic scenes of village life, are 
frowned upon by artists living with 
their families in the country. They feel 
theirs is the true Tigua art, an art that 
expresses their ties to the land. They 
prefer to sell their art, not through 
galleries or dealers, but directly to the 
art aficionado. 


Tigua religion still 
clings to its ancient 
rituals and festivals of 
pre-conquest origin. 


Tigua painters were once viewed 
as artisans; their work mere handi- 
crafts, In recent years, Tigua art has 
been exhibited at the Organization of 
American States in Washington DC, 
the University of California Hearst 
Museum, the Museum of Man in San 
Diego, California, and the UNESCO 
headquarters in Paris. 

With each exhibit, the apprecia- 
tion of Tigua paintings grows, and 
the artists who create these delight- 
ful works are at last receiving the rec- 
ognition they deserve. 


Julio Toaquiza, Los Amazonicos a la Asemblea 
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Tigua Art 
Where to Go 


Though quality varies widely, you'll find 
Tigua paintings in tourist stores through- 
out Quito, at the weekend fair in Parque 
Elejido opposite the Colon Hotel, on the 
streets of Quito, and at markets in Otavalo 
(Wednesday and Saturday), Saquisili 
(Thursday), and Pujili (Sunday). 


The highest quality paintings are found in 
Tigua-Chimbacucho, the birthplace of 
Tigua art. Here, artists have formed a coop- 
erative with a gallery to sell their paintings, 
masks, and other creations. You can visit 
their community 54 km west of Latacunga 
on the Latacunga-Quevedo road (about 10 
km before the town of Zumbahua). Look for 
a large sign in Spanish and English on the 
right side of the road. The gallery—a white 


Signpost to the gallery of the 
Tigua Artist Cooperative 


building with red-framed windows—is 50 
yards or so up the hill on the left. Ask for 
Alfredo Toaquiza, the president of the co- 
operative. 


You can also buy Tigua paintings near 
Quilatoa Crater (about 30 minutes by car 
from the town of Zumbahua) and in other 
small communities along the Latacunga- 
Quevedo road. 


Traveling by bus? You can reach Tigua from 
Latacunga. Ask the driver to let you off at Tigua- 


«to learn Spanish _ 


as D 
SOUTHWIND 
Andes, Amazon 
& Galapagos! 


« Inca Trail Treks 
+ Manu & Pantanal 


+ Angel Falls by River 
+ Patagonia 
Superb itineraries, expert guides and group 
discounts. Offering the best selection of nature, 
cultural and adventure tours in: 


Venezuela + Ecuador + Peru 
Bolivia * Brazil * Argentina + Chile 
1-800-377-9463 


Box 621057-G, Littleton, CO 80162 + Fax 303-972-0708 
‘www.southwindadventures.com 


Chimbacucho. Safari Tours, a company based 
in Quito, will take small groups to the region. 
Safari can arrange day tours, or you can include 
Tigua as part of a longer tour. 


If you're planning to stay overnight, be ad- 
vised that lodging around Tigua is sparse. 
There are several modest hostals in 
Zumbahua. Closer to Quilatoa is the new 
Quilatoa Lodge with small rustic cabins 
near the community of Macapungo. 
Humberto Latacunga operates a very basic 
“lodge” near the Quilatoa crater. For $5 a 
night, you geta room and simple local fare. 
The popular Black Sheep Inn, about one to 
two hours by rough road beyond 
Zumbahua, is a small, pleasant lodge, It is 
operated by an American couple. The rooms 
are small but comfortable, the food Ameri- 
can-style. 


Jean Colvin leads small groups to Ecuador 
each year to visit Tigua and Capirona, a 
community in Ecuador's rainforest that runs 
an ecotourist program. Contact: The Uni- 
versity of California Research Expeditions 
Program (UREP) at 530-752-0692; email: 
urep@ucdavis.edu; web site: http:// 
urep.ucdavis.edu. 
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The temporary arena of Sincelejo, Colombia, 
jerry-built of poles and rough-cut lumber. 


| If you get into a large ring with a crowd of 
drunks, galloping horses, and a pissed-off 
bull, someone's going to get hurt, 


Most who take part work with cattle, but anyone 
can jump into the ring and play matador. 


Nearly a dozen bands blared strains of the local fandango 
while revelers danced in the blood-soaked sand. 


Robert Mykle 


It’s January, the dry season, and you're in the tropics. It 
gets very hot. You'll need one of these elaborately woven 
straw hats to protect you from the sun. 


The Corralejas, a madcap combination of a 
Spanish bullfight, the running of the bulls in 
Pamplona, a Roman circus, and a rodeo. 


Horsemen, dressed in their finery, ride their mounts 
along a seven-mile route through the city streets. (le 


Number 56, Summer 1999 13 


In this arena the bulls leave alive. 
Unfortunately, the same cannot 
always be said of the 


human participants. 


ike an apparition, the world’s 

largest bullring rises in the 

provincial capital of Sincelejo 
on the north coast of Colombia. 
Jerry-built of poles and rough-cut 
lumber, the temporary arena of 
Sincelejo hosts one of South America’s 
best-kept secrets—the Corralejas, a 
madcap combination of a Spanish 
bullfight, the running of the bulls 
in Pamplona, a Roman circus, and 
a rodeo. In this arena the bulls leave 


alive. Unfortunately, the same can- 
not always be said of the human 
participants. 


A week-long 
celebration by the 
people of Colombia's 
north coast 


ee 
Mie Sar e| 


The Corralejas are part of a 
week-long celebration by the people 
of Colombia’s north coast. A parade 
kicks off the festivities on a Monday. 
Troops of local girls in traditional 
colorful full-skirted dresses dance the 
fandango. A large cabalgata fol- 
lows—thousands of horsemen, 
dressed in their finery, sporting black- 
and-white straw hats, ride their 
mounts along a seven-mile route 
through the city streets. The 
cabalgata is a move- 
able feast with fami- 
lies and friends 
astride the famous 
paso-fino horses. To- 
morrow many of 
these same horses 
and riders will face 
the bulls in the 
Corralejas as gara- 
cherros or picadors. 

The next day the 
Corralejas begin. The 
rustic coliseum looms 
improbably atop a 
dusty knoll as long 
lines jostle into the 
stadium. As the spec- 
tators fill the stands, 
the hopeful matadors 
mill about in the 
arena below, joking 
and drinking. If 


Horses gallop at full speed, chasing charging bulls that bound through the crowds. 
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they’re lucky, they might get to make 
a few good passes in the ring. If not, 
they may wind up with nasty, some- 
times fatal, wounds. A few come with 
red capes. Most however make do 
with whatever is at hand—under- 
shirts, towels, even bits of paper. 
Clown and animal costumes lend a 
touch of Carnival to the festivities. 
Some hold colorful umbrellas to 
ward off the tropical sun, sometimes 
turning them into absurd, im- 
promptu fighting capes. 


“This is Pamplona 
before Hemingway” 


Over the next five days, a bibli- 
cal forty bulls, donated by local 
ranchers, are released into the coli- 
seum, After the amateur bullfighters 
have their sport, a bull will be 
“picked” by mounted garracheros. 
Neither horse nor rider has any pro- 
tection; the bull’s horns are not filed 
down or tampered with. In a tense, 
exciting spectacle horses gallop at full 
speed, chasing charging bulls that 
bound through the crowds. 

“This is Pamplona before 
Hemingway,” yells Mike Mc- 
Donner, the only other foreigner 
down among the bulls. “I love all this 
craziness.” 


“The Corralejas weren't 
any good last year, 
either,” he lamented. 

“No one died!” 


At my first Corralejas, twenty 
years ago, three horsemen chased a 
bull up behind me. I remember a cre- 
scendo of screams, a dark blur, the 
clatter of hooves. I came to lying on 
the ground, spitting out sand. Brush- 
ing myself off, I limped back to the 


festivities. Both my camera and I sur- 
vived, and a friendly neighbor 
boosted my spirits with a swig from 
his bottle. A few gulps of rum, and 
my leg felt fine. Like other casualties, 
I returned to the fray. 


Hundreds died, 
crushed to death ina 
disaster that for years 


sounded the death 
knell for the 
Corralejas. 

After the excitement of the pica- 
dors, bull-baiting, injuries, and dan- 
ger, the bulls were roped and escorted 
from the arena exhausted, bloodied, 
but alive. Nobody was seriously hurt, 
much to the disappointment of one 
spectator. “The Corralejas weren’t 
any good last year, either,” he la- 
mented. “No one died!” 

Unlike the elaborate sacrificial 
dance of death performed in Spain 
and the major bullrings of Latin 
America, the Corralejas melee is a 
free-for-all jubilee. Most who take 
part work with cattle, but anyone is 
free to jump into the ring and play 
matador. Read Hemingway’s Death 
in the Afternoon if you're interested 
in bullfighting. It helps to understand 
the ceremony of the fight and the 
ritual sacrifice of the venerated bull 
even in the chaos of the Corralejas. 

This is cattle country. Here at the 
Corralejas, as in rodeos up north, you 
marvel at the range of skills of those 
who work with cattle. Other towns 
celebrate their own Corralejas, but 
Sincelejo’s is the most famous. It is 
celebrated on the 20" of January, and 
dates back 150 years, although bull- 
baiting has been common along the 
Colombian Caribbean coast since 
colonial times. 

But in 1980, tragedy struck. 


“Death in the afternoon” took on 
new meaning. On that day, thou- 
sands seeking shelter froma thunder- 
storm crowded into the flimsily built 
stands, some rising five stories high. 
When the stadium collapsed, hun- 
dreds died, crushed to death in a di- 
saster that for years sounded the 
death knell for the Corralejas. 

Only last year did the Sincelejo 
Corralejas spring back to life. Great 
care went into making it safe. In the 
words of Alvaro Alcocer, President of 
the Corralejas Festival Committee, 
“We have built a better, stronger sta- 
dium, with better security. This time, 
there will be no overcrowding.” 
Still...as my companion Mario Meja 
says, “Let’s face it. If you get into a 
large ring with a crowd of drunks, 
galloping horses, and a pissed-off 
bull, someone’s going to get hurt.” 

At that moment, as if on cue, a 
large brown bull charges his tormen- 
tors, tossing one over his head. A col- 
lective gasp goes up from the crowd 
as he crumples to the ground. He lies 
there, motionless, blood flowing 
from his gouged head. Then slowly, 
dazed, his face covered in blood, he 
sits up. A friend pours white rum on 
his wound—straight from the bottle. 
Gamely, unsteadily, he at last stag- 
gers to his feet and heads back to the 
action, 

The hours pass on this hot after- 
noon, With every gulp of Tres 
Esquinas, the fiery local white rum, 
or anise-flavored aguardiente, the 
matadors grow more brazen. A good 
thing, too—they’ve saved the “better,” 
fiercer bulls for late in the day. 

With Alvaro Alcocer, I watch the 
bulls charge from the stocks into the 
milling crowd. “Are these good 
bulls?” I ask. “Good? Yes. But to- 
morrow—the best,” he smiles. “To- 
morrow, my bulls—bulls from my 
ranch.” 

The Corralejas knows no class. 
Sefior Alcocer, president of the festi- 


Continued on page 30. 
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Palm Tanager 


We're in the circle now! 
Hurray, it's countable! Pompadour Cotinga 


‘ 


Silvered Antbird 


Bat Falcon 


Slaty Antshrikes 


Rufescent Tiger-Heron 


16 South American Explorer 


Winging it in Guyana 


Richard Ryan 


Illustrations by Guy Tudor 


Velvet-fronted Grackle 


ust so you know, bird watching is to birding what 
commuting to work by car is to stockcar-racing. 


The first Christmas bird count approved by the National 
Audubon Society took place almost a hundred years ago. 
Since then, the Society publishes the results of annual 
Christmas bird-counts in its magazine. 

Setting up your own Christmas bird count isn’t all 
that tricky, at least if you’re counting your birds in the 
United States or Canada. You might even pull it off in 
northern Mexico without too much hassle. All you’d have 
to do is pick a new birding area, i.e. one not already 
covered by another count, get approval from the Na- 
tional Audubon Society, and commit to holding the count 
every year. That’s what they mean by “annual.” 

If this is all it takes, I think, it should be no big deal 
to set up a count in South America, but it turns out it’s 
not that simple. It took me an entire year of letter-writ- 
ing, organizing, planning, even begging and pleading, to 
bring it off. 

‘To start at the beginning: For most of the 1980’s, I 
was leading birding trips to Trinidad/Tobago for Wonder 
Bird Tours. While there I heard Winston Nanaan, a local 
bird guide, raving about the birding in Guyana. I was 
thinking about starting my own business at the time and 
was looking for some new birding destinations. I pro- 
posed to Winston that we join forces and start a com- 
pany offering birding tours to Guyana. “I'll think it over,” 
he said. I wrote him a couple of letters after that but 
never heard from him again. 

Some time later, I was chatting up a fellow I'd gotten 
to know while leading birding trips in Trinidad, He 
showed me a video promoting fishing trips to Guyana, 
and looking at the background scenery in the video, I 
knew it had to be a great place for birding. 

1 took along two friends on my first trip to Guyana: 


Richard Ryan has been birding the American tropics since 
1951 and has been leading birding tours since 1981. He has 
written for American Birds, Birding, and Winging It. 


Art Panzer, a New Jersey dentist/ace bird photograper, 
and Joe Zygala, an avid birder who'd taken several trips 
with me. I wanted their opinion. 


Bird watching is to birding 
what commuting to work by car 
is to stockcar-racing. 


The first hitch came the day before our flight to 
Guyana. We discovered we needed visas. We hurried over 
to the Guyana consulate in Port-o-Spain, a small insur- 
ance office staffed by a solitary young woman. “Did you 
bring photos?” she asked. We hadn’t. “That’s all right,” 
she responded cheerfully. “If you have photos the visa is 
$5; if you don’t, it’s $20.” All this sounded rather suspi- 
cious, but with no options, we forked over the $20 each. 

When we arrived in Guyana the following day, an 
immigration officer confirmed my suspicions. “There is 
no such thing as a $20 no-photo visa,” he said. He then 
compared our mugs to the pictures in our passports, ap- 
parently saw a similarity, and waved us through. 

Outside the airport, three dozen taxi drivers besieged 
us, a furious scene of raucous desperation that unnerved 
my two companions. Expecting to meet Alpha, my con- 
tact, I brushed them off. When Alpha failed to appear, I 
went to the BWIA where office where he worked, but in 
vain. Alpha, I was told, wasn’t in Guyana. “If he were,” 
a woman assured me, “We would most certainly know 
it.” I told Joe and Art the bad news. Unfortunately, I had 
been relying on Alpha for everything—to find a hotel, 
come up with an itinerary, and line up transportation. 
Still, for myself, I wasn’t all that worried. Let’s wing it, I 
suggested to Joe and Art, but no way—both wanted out. 
Outvoted, I booked us on the 8 p.m. flight back to 
Trinidad. This left us with seven-plus hours to kill. 

With tickets in hand, Joe and Art calmed down, and 
we agreed to do some birding until sunset. I struck a deal 
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with Hussein, a cab driver. (This was 
during the Gulf War, and Hussein 
was reluctant to reveal his name lest 
he lose fares.) He would be happy to 
take us anywhere, he said, but 
wanted us to know he knew nothing 
about birds or where to find them. I 
remembered a road that led to one of 
the bauxite mines. “What about 
that?” I said. Hussein pointed to his 
bald tires. He doubted they could 
survive the road, which was badly 
chewed up from the ore trucks. “No 
matter, Hussein,” I said. “Can you 
find some trees? You find the trees, 
and I'll find the birds.” 

Soon, we were bouncing and 
bumping out of the airport and into 
the countryside. We hadn’t gone 
more than a kilometer or two when I 
spotted a sand road and tapped 
Hussein on the shoulder, “There?” he 
asked in great surprise. “There,” said 
I with conviction. Hussein swung his 
vehicle 150 yards down the road. 
“Stop here!” I shouted. He shrugged 
and stopped, 

It turned out we had hit upon a 
great birding location, a spot I have 
returned to many times since. At first 
Artand Joe hung back, fearful of ven- 
turing far from the taxi. But as I ex- 
plored the area, and reported seeing 
a host of great birds, Joe’s enthusi- 
asm grew and got the better of his 
caution. He joined in. Even Art loos- 
ened up a bit when two smartly 
dressed schoolgirls strolled by and 
greeted him with a polite, “Good af- 
ternoon, sir.” 

On a hot, sunny, tropical after- 
noon, in those few hours before we 
had to race off to the airport, we 
sighted some 56 species. Not at all 
bad for what was, after all, a mostly 
scrubby forest. I was very impressed, 
especially since we never strayed fur- 
ther than 8 km or so from the inter- 
national airport. Overjoyed, I was all 
for canceling our plane reservations 
and doing some serious birding. Joe 
agreed, but Art, alas, would have 


none of it. In the end we all returned 
to Trinidad that night. 

For me, that first little jaunt to 
Guyana was all it took. I decided then 
and there to set up a tour, but I 
needed a good contact. When my 
travel agent came up with a list of 
twelve travel agents in Guyana, I im- 
mediately sat down and wrote every 
one. Of the dozen, only one replied, 
and all he had to say was that he 
wasn’t interested. On the other hand, 
he did suggest I contact Tony Thorne 
in Georgetown. Weary and some- 
what disheartened, I dispatched a let- 
ter to Tony and was not a little sur- 
prised to get a call from him two 
weeks later. Even better, he came 
through with a invitation to visit 
Guyana and scout out birding sites. 

On that memorable trip, [counted 
186 species in two days. Tony and I 
immediately put together a tour which 
we still offer nine years later. 


Ned holds forth on the 
different plumage of 
the Greater and Lesser 
Yellow-headed 
Vulture. 


During one such tour, it dawned 
on me that one of the lodges would 
make the perfect hub for a Christmas 
bird count. But how set up a bird 
count in Guyana? Birders are not 
likely to travel thousands of miles to 
take part in an untried count. To pull 
it off, needed bait, something to lure 
them in. And what better bait than a 
super bargain? Eventually, I con- 
vinced several hotels, lodges, and 
outfitters to cut us a deal. I explained 
that the results of the bird count 
would be published in Audubon, an 
international bird magazine with a 
circulation of 25,000. In the end, a 
couple offered major discounts, oth- 


ers agreed to extend their services 
gratis. 

I was sure I'd pulled it off...but 
that wasn’t quite the case. You 
wouldn’t believe all the Guyanese 
that live in Canada and the United 
States who fly back to Guyana 
around Christmas. So many fly that 
Guyana Airlines is booked solid dur- 
ing this high season and not particu- 
larly interested in handing out free or 
discounted tickets. “Couldn’t you 
hold your Christmas count or what- 
ever some other time?” they wanted 
to know. Well, no, I couldn’t, of 
course. It’s a Christmas count and has 
to be done the two weeks around 
Christmas—National Audubon Soci- 
ety rules, All things considered, it’s a 
rather reasonable rule. 

I called up Geoff LeBaron, edi- 
tor of Audubon. I needed his ap- 
proval to launch an official count. Of 
course, he wanted some guarantee 
that the Guyana count would be an 
annual event. He gave his blessing 
when I pointed out that I had a vested 
interest in it becoming just that. 

With everything taken care of 
except getting a discount on the 
flight, I started calling potential 
birders. I was looking for birders fa- 
miliar with Guyana. Even without 
promising a cheap flight, I managed 
to round up five birders: Ned 
Boyajian, a veteran of tropical Ameri- 
can birding; his son Ned; Glenn and 
Eileen Mahler who had already 
birded Guyana; and Joe Zygala from 
my disastrous first Guyana trip. 

I decided to stop recruiting at this 
point when, with just two weeks to 
go, Guyana Airlines came up with 
four tickets discounted 50 percent be- 
low their lowest fare plus two more 
at their rock-bottom fare. Not bad. 

Before I got to bask in the grati- 
fying glow of my organizational wiz- 
ardry, the U.S. State Department is- 
sued an advisory warning Americans 
not to travel to Guyana. A crowd dis- 
pleased with the election returns ri- 
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oted in Georgetown. The police re- 
sponded with gunfire. Hours before 
our scheduled take-off, I called 
friends in Guyana. Yes, there had 
been a riot, they said, but all other 
protests since then had been peace- 
ful. Reassured, I called my birders. 
One and all stood ready to go. 

Hitch two was less serious: a 
nine-hour delay of our flight to 
Guyana. We’d have to scratch plans 
to catch a boat to Timberhead Lodge 
the day we arrive. The worst drought 
in forty years gripped Guyana. River 
levels sank, exposing sunken tree 
roots and other snags. A boat trip to 
the lodge in the dark was out of the 
question. So much for having a full 
day to scout the territory before the 
count. We'd be lucky to end up with 
a few hours. 


Birds everywhere, so 
many birds, so many 
varieties! 


The rules governing Christmas 
counts are very specific. The area 
covered by a count has to be a circle 
fifteen miles in diameter. For a bird 
to make the count day checklist, it 
must be sighted inside the circle 
within a 24-hour day during a spe- 
cific two-week period. Count day 
isn’t until tomorrow, but there’s an- 
other count category as well. Birds 
seen three days before and after count 
day can be counted as “seen during 
count week.” Suddenly, Glenn points 
to a Bat Falcon gliding over a field of 
sugar cane. Damn! It’s not count- 
able—we haven’t quite reached the 
count circle. A few minutes later, a 


King Vulture soars overhead. Hap- 
pily, we’ve arrived in the circle! 
Hurray, it’s countable! 

And so we boat up the Demerara 
and into Mazumi Creek. The birding 
is getting marvelous. A Rufescent Ti- 
ger Heron flaps lazily overhead, the 
first of that species I’ve seen in this 
area. We head up the creek while the 
elder Ned holds forth on the differ- 
ent plumage of the Greater and 
Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture. Actu- 
ally, they’re almost the same size; the 
difference is barely detectable in the 
field. I keep quiet. I’m not about to 
admit I make my identification the 
lazy way. The Greater Yellow-headed 
Vulture is almost always spotted fly- 
ing over forest while the Lesser Yel- 
low-headed Vulture is invariably 
glimpsed over open country. That’s 
good enough for me; I don’t need bin- 


Nttp://www.explorama.com 
E-mail: amazon@explorama.com 
USA (800) 707-5275 
ax (5 P-O.Box 446 
Iquitos - Peru 


oculars to tell which is which. 

We're forced to do our pre-count 
day scouting during the afternoon— 
the worst time of day. Elder Ned 
tramps off into the denser forest 
while I lead the rest of the group 
through the open woods along the 
swamp trail. Back home, we talked a 
lot about proper foot gear for the 
swamp, but the drought has changed 
everything. The swamp is just about 
dead dry. Marsh grass that normally 
thrives in water four to ten inches 
deep is growing along the banks 
above the waterline. Water birds are 
few—a bad omen. 


A male Pompadour 
Cotinga sweeps over- 
head—a great coup 


Only an occasional bird call 
sounds in the heat of the afternoon. 
Suddenly sex triumphs over the swel- 
tering heat—a lek of McConnell’s 
Flycatchers breaks into song. A lek is 
any place where several males of one 
species gather to call and dance 
about. The show is put on to attract 
females. Soon, the forest echoes with 
the music of a flock of Ferruginous- 
backed Antbirds hidden in the dense 
undergrowth. It’s then that Eileen 
steps back, surprised by a sizeable 
and rather agitated snake writhing 
near the trail. “A False Cobra—quite 
harmless,” I pronounce with author- 
ity. The large mouse clamped in the 
snake’s jaws might not agree with the 
“harmless” bit. 

We devise a birding strategy for 
count day. Well before dawn, Joe and 
I will set out in a small boat. Piloted 
by Junior, the area’s ace boatman, we 
will hopefully make it through the 
countless snags in the creek and reach 
the far side of the Demerara by dawn. 
Joe will bird an extensive flower farm 
while I head to the airport area to 
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bird the section of the Linden savan- 
nah within our circle. Later, Joe and I 
will meet up to count the open coun- 
try birds near Santa Mission. Ned 
and Ned will bird the heavy forest 
and canoe up Pokerero Creek. 
They'll return later in time to count 
the night birds. Glenn and Eileen will 
do the swamp trail. 


My travel alarm goes off in the 
early hours. Count day! Joe and I 
stagger out of bed, shower, wolf 
down a quick breakfast, and stumble 
off to the boat. A Tropical Screech 
Owl screeches nearby, followed by 
the unmistakable call of the Great 
Horned Owl. A Blackish Nightjar 
swoops across our path. Down the 
creek we glide, our boatman veering 
around the snags. The shrill sputter 
ofa Semicollared Nighthawk shatters 
the stillness, Then the deep hoot of 
another Great Horned Owl. Reach- 
ing the Demerara, we angle across the 
current at full throttle. 


My spirits lift briefly 
when we come across a 
flock of Velvet-fronted 

Grackles 


We drop Joe off at the flower 
farm, and I’m off to the woods by 
the airport and the Linden savannah. 
Birds everywhere, so many birds, so 
many varieties! Walking along, I joy- 
ously spot more and more birds. But 
swept up in my ornithological eupho- 
ria, I forget how easy itis to lose your 
way in the savannah. Wasn’t that, 
after all, why I decided to bird this 
area myself? I gaze around. “Where 


am I? Oh, sh...[’m lost 


Inall we'd seen/heard 
some 4500 individual 
birds 


—s 


I check the sun’s position and 
ook at my compass. (Of course, I 
forgot to take a reading before I left 
the van.) The Demerara is due west. 
Also, I’ve been looking away from 
the sun at the birds on my right. This 
means the van must be north, I head 
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off in that direction and soon spot 
some rotting posts that look familiar. 
After stumbling around for fifteen 
minutes, I’m relieved to find the van. 
Later, while recounting my adventures, 
T omit this little embarrassment. 

Just then, a male Pompadour 
Cotinga sweeps overhead—a great 
coup. While not all that rare, the 
Pompadour Cotinga is a bird with 
pizzaz. Roughly the size of a small 
pigeon, it’s rather striking with bril- 
liant plum-purple plumage and large 
snow white patches on its wings. I 
suspect that my companions in the 
forest have seen Pompadour Cotingas 
of their own, but, still, it’s a nifty find. 
Less classy but far more rare (here- 
abouts at least) is a small brownish fly- 
catcher, The tiny bill and head topped 
in red-brown plumage identifies this 


as a Rufous-capped Elaenia. 

The day is going splendidly. 
While pursuing the notes of a strange, 
muted song, I stumble upon a scat- 
tering of Yellow-green Grosbeaks— 
an unexpected find in the savannah 
woods. Nearby, I hear the call of the 
Northern Slaty Antstrike, a sound so 
distinctive I don’t even bother to look 
for it but just simply check it off. No 
one else is likely to snag a Northern 
Slaty Antstrike today. 

Every area has its own unique 
bird population, and this is my di- 
lemma. Right now, the birding is ex- 
ceptionally good here. I can stay with 
this delightful batch of birds and 
make the most of this wondrous op- 
portunity. On the other hand, if I stay, 
Tl most certainly miss seeing new, yet- 
uncounted species that live elsewhere. 
In the end, I decide to stick to the origi- 
nal plan and move on. 

I stop at a bridge spanning a 
stream where workmen are making 
rather noisy repairs. After twenty or 
so unproductive minutes here, I’m 
about to push on when I hear the 
song of an antbird in the underbrush 
along the creek. It’s a familiar call, 
but I can’t immediately connect it to 
the bird. Luckily, it briefly (very 
briefly) hops out from the tangles, 
and I recognize the plain gray body 
streaked silvery white on the under- 
side, the markings of the Silvered 
Antbird, another species unlikely to 
be seen by anyone else. 

Odd that, with all the birds I’ve 
checked off, I’ve not encountered any 
of the small seed-eating species 
(Grassquits, Seedeaters, Grassfinch, 
Grassland Sparrow). I expect their 
numbers will pick up now that I’ve 
reached open country. But no such 
luck. I spot hardly any. 

When I get back to the flower 
farm, I find a weary Joe. “This place 
is bigger than 1 remember,” he says. 
Together we bird the woods and 
fields around Santa Mission, spotting 
lots of common birds, but few of the 
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specialties, e.g. Swallow-tailed Kites. 
I’m disappointed, but Joe, possibly 
because he’s hot and tired, doesn’t 
seem to care. My spirits lift briefly 
when we come across a flock of Vel- 
vet-fronted Grackles in a marsh near 
the village. The Velvet-fronted 
Grackle is a very localized species, 
hence a fine prize on our list. 

Back at the lodge, we all keep 
mum about what the birds we've seen 
until the time comes to tally up. 
There’s always friendly competition 
to “bag” a species not seen by the 
others, This can happen quite often 
in tropical bird counts where there 
are many, many species, but only one 
or two individuals of a species show 
up to be counted on count day. 

As read from the list of Guyana 
birds, whoever has seen that particu- 
lar bird pipes up to say how many 
individuals. Joe, with his handy- 
dandy portable computer, keeps the 
records. This is when I discover why 
Joe was so blase about not seeing the 
Swallow-tailed Kite at Santa Mis- 
sion—he’d already scored a Swallow- 
tailed Kite earlier at the flower farm. 
Still, my Pompadour Cotinga turns 
out to be the only one seen today. 

For our first count, I'd hoped 
we'd see 200 to 210 species, but our 


grand total is a whopping 251 spe- 
cies—a happy surprise. In all we'd 
seen/heard some 4500 individual 
birds (of these, 1000 were Palm & 
Blue-gray Tanagers)—a remarkable 
number, especially for an area with 
no coast and hardly any variation in 
altitude, 


Christmas bird count 
will be our best 


yet. 


On New Year’s Day, Glenn, 
Eileen and I plan a boat trip into the 
Lamaha Water Conservancy, a vast 
swamp crisscrossed by streams that 
supplies most of the water for 
Georgetown. It’s a new area for me, 
and I have trouble finding a way in. 
To make matters worse, I discover 
that a quarter mile of the conservancy 
is within our count circle! Had we 
but known this, our grand total bird 
count would have been even higher, 
given the number of water birds we 
see in spite of the drought. Nonethe- 
less, we include them in count week, 
and it provides us all with some con- 
solation to log in thirty-seven species 
not seen on count day, 

Knowing what we know now 
and with some more people, future 
counts might top 290 or more. This 
figure compares favorably with other 
South American counts. In fact, the 
290 Guyana count is only second to 
Peru’s all-time Christmas count 
record. I’m hoping the 1999 Christ- 
mas bird count will be our best yet. 


Illustrations by Guy Tudor, Birds of Colombia. 
© 1986, 
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Nutcase Chronicles 
Part IT 


Georgia Lee 


Easter Island has been a choice target for 
many of the rationally-challenged. Part I of 
the Nutcase Chronicles provided examples 
of bizarre theories espoused by enthusiastic 
folks, just enough off-center to bring the reader 
up short. The examples cited are actual letters 
and publications that have been fermenting in 
my Lunatic Fringe File for many years. 

Issue 55 of the South American Explorer 
included theories of elephant power, space 
travelers, “thermal lances,” and laser 
beams. Part II includes Lost Continents (Mu 
and Lemeria), mega-diffusionist theories, 
and that bane of archaeologists everywhere, 
Erich von Daniken. 


the islands of Polynesia are not, 
nor have they ever been, 
part of asunken continent 


The Sunken Continent Crowd 


any wild scenarios begin with the theory of a 
sunken continent. Read my lips, people: the 
islands of Polynesia are not, nor have they 


ever been, part of a sunken continent. They are tips of 
volcanic peaks. Many years ago, before exploration and 
mapping of the sea floor, it was thought by some that the 
islands of the great Pacific ocean were part of a former 
continent. However, now that the ocean floor has been 
studied and mapped, we have clear and irrefutable evi- 
dence that no such continent ever existed. Nevertheless, 
the vision dies hard. 

As recently as 1989, a review in The Washington 
Times described an upcoming book by one Charles Berlitz 


“Let's swing back by Earth. 
It's been ages since we colonized it.” 


which “will examine Easter Island as a relic of a lost 
continent.” Berlitz is quoted as saying that there are: 

. +. many prehistoric remnants in the South Pacific 
... monstrous buildings on small islands. One explana- 
tion is that these were shrines atop mountains and the 
cities are submerged. About 11,000 years ago most of 
the land mass around these islands was above water. 

Mr. Berlitz also authored The Bermuda Triangle, 
Mysteries from Forgotten Worlds, Doomsday 1999 
A.D., and Atlantis the VIII Continent, and is quoted as 
saying that if one pierced the earth with an arrow at the 
center of the Bermuda Triangle, it would emerge in the 
Pacific. [This statement is a real no-brainer. No one is 
going to put an arrow to the test.] 


Lemuria and Mu, or Things 
That Go Bump in the Darke 


The location of Mu and Atlantis, according to James Churchward. 
This version shows Mu out in the middle of the Pacific, not 
encompassing Los Angeles, as some have suggested. 
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Along with the sunken continent idea comes the Lemuria 
and Mu contingent. Those folks who believe or wish to 
believe in some ancient supernatural power and in a 
mystical race endowed with mystical abilities and knowl- 
edge, often point to Mu, Lemuria or Atlantis as the places 
from whence far-wiser beings came, and who may still be 
lurking amongst us. Various writers have ascribed differ- 
ent locations for that region, diverse attributes, and su- 
perhuman capabilities to the peoples that supposedly in- 
habited them. 

To provide some background on Lemuria, read the 
following excerpt from Would You Believe?, The Contro- 
versial Phenomena Magazine, No. 32, for Spring, 1990: 

Mu is another name for 
Lemuria, called Motherland by the 
Atlantians. This sprawling conti- 
nent is said to have stretched from 
Indo China to the Americas. Its 
most remarkable feature was a 
dense perpetual cloud cover that 
generated perpetual rain and 
spawned myriads [sic] of wildlife 
species including huge predator liz- 
ards that forced the Lemurians to 
erect cities and temples high on 
mountain tops and in subterranean 
caves. [Maybe the Lemurian 
predator lizards were the source 
for Godzilla or Jurassic Park— 
does Spielberg read this stuff?] 

Asa 200,000 year old civiliza- 
tion, they were highly psychic and 
got by without a formal spoken or 
written language (there were even 
older civilizations than this: some going back a half mil- 
lion years such as the Yuga pre-Tibetian society of 180 
million, destroyed by a three-day cataclysm). 

The Lemurian successors on Easter Island erected 
the stone images and those of the Indus Valley and used 
identical human figure heiroglyphics |sic]. 

After centuries things started to fall apart. The elites 
had developed computer-like intellects, titanic Firestone- 
powered maser beams, lasers, synthetic atom-core 
supermetals, beam-riding Arrow Ships; synthetic genet- 
ics and chromosone [sic] manipulations and other tech- 
nologies including that of anti-gravity. 

In desperation to stamp out the predators, they at- 
tempted to dry up the rain forests and then catostrophic 
[sic] global consequences occurred. Great floods, earth- 
quakes and so on caused the sinking of Mu. This pro- 
duced moment-arm [huh?], earth-spin unbalance and a 
cataclysmic axis shift. In the winter of 9,654 B.C. a 


The petroglyph at Hau Koka, Rano Kau 


Firestone power system’s main “raw solar power” chan- 
nel ruptured destroying the culture. 

The Lemurians who found refuge in the subterra- 
nean regions got together with the Atlatian refugees and 
after 12,000 years of development, these subterraneans 
[sic] now possess the power to operate the atom-core 
alloy hull UFOs which exist and enter undersea “gate- 
ways” via anti-gravity fields. Sunken pyramids at the 
bottom of the seas also contribute to this effect. 

Many proponents of the lost civilization of Lemuria 
{or Lemeura—tt is a fact that these people really cannot 
spell] focus a lot on Easter Island, and the details vary 
from time to time. The lost Lemurians, according to one 
source, were groups of clairvoyant 
seers, oracles, and holy people who 
interacted between other worlds. 
Today the remains of this “lost 
paradise” include the Fiji Islands, 
Hawaii, Easter Island, and “. . . 
some of the Los Angeles area—and 
that is why many spiritual people 
who have a high consciousness are 
drawn there.” [More likely, one 
might suggest that is why there is a 
large percentage of strange people 
in L.A.]. The Lemurian P.R. goes 
on to say that when Lemuria was 
destroyed, the people became Ti- 
betans, Eskimos, Mayans and Na- 
tive Americans and these people 
today are “sacred record keepers.” 
od The above proponents of 
Lemuria put a curious spin on the 
statues of Easter Island. They state 
the features of the Easter Island monuments are similar 
to black African features and that one statue at Rano 
Raraku that is shown with knees “proves that there was 
a migration from South America because the exact same 
statue is in a plaza in Brazil.” [Not being familiar with 
Brazilian statuary, it is hard to comment on this one, but 
if any of South American Explorer readers have seen this 
figure, we'd love to look at a photo!] 

This Negroid idea is often expanded upon. It seems 
that the gods brought Negroid people (who became the 
Olmecs!) from Mexico to Tiahuanaco to be slaves some- 
time around 4,000 BC, and one group was exiled to Eas- 
ter Island. The reason statue making ceased is that these 
people were “rescued” from Easter Island. But it gets 
better: 

The almost total invisibility of this Negroid culture 
in the Americas presents a fascinating parallel to the Bib- 
lical tale of Nimrod, the mighty Negroid rebel... and 
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archaeologists have been mystified at 
the lack of direct evidence for 
Nimrod’s presence in these lands. 

[No Negroid traces have been 
detected on Easter Island in either 
facial features, bone or DNA studies. 
The statues of Easter Island do not 
have black African features. I don’t 
know of any archaeologist who has 
given a thought to Nimrod’s lack of 
presence in Mexico, let alone been 
mystified. The proponents of 
Lemuria also believe that there is 
“little doubt” that the mysterious 
culture of Easter Island had an ad- 
vanced form of air travel at its dis- 
posal. I think that if the Easter Island- 
ers had had air travel available in 
ancient times, they would have left 
when things got tough.] 


The Matuans 


The Matuans seem to be an off- 
shoot of the Lemuria/Atlantis coterie 
and are said to be linked to Easter 
Island as well as Hawaii and Tahiti. 
Their history, they say, begins with 
the sinking of Hiva, a land that will 
someday rise again and then its god, 
Tulu, will reclaim the world. 

This scenario came from a (now 
defunct) web page: 

In preparation for that great day, 
the god sent Aku-aku (guardian spir- 
its) to Easter Island in order to erect 
statues which they placed around the 
island and which were connected to 
the volcanic center [sic] by magic 
power. When Hiva reappears, the 
statues will send energy along 
“roads” to Rano Kao [sic] where the 
Aku-aku placed a monolith of “un- 
earthly material” that held aloft a 
statue of Tulu. 

The story now shifts to Peru 
where we find a high priest, Hotu 
Matua. He was found conversing 
with the “sea dwellers who wor- 
shiped Tulu” so he and his people 
were exiled into the sea. They were 
guided to Easter Island by the Aku- 


aku. The fantasy goes on, finally 
coming to the statues carved in the 
crater, which “walked clockwise 
around the island until they arrived 
at their appointed stop.” Then we 
hear about the Long-ears and the 
Short-ears, the birdman contest, 
Maké-Maké, and Tangata Manu 
(birdman), and finally it turns out 
that the Tangata Manu is given 
power in the form of a Crystal that 
sent forth beams of energy to destroy 
all in its path. After a series of other 
events, the Crystal was placed in an 
underwater tunnel dug beneath the 
sacred isle of Motu Nui. 

The Matuans were created by a 
Tangata Manu and became a secret 
society to preserve the old ways and 
to hide the secrets of the past, includ- 
ing Rongo-rongo tablets [written in 
the language of the Aku-aku, natu- 
rally]. Their headquarters are on Eas- 
ter Island but they have “active cells” 
in Tahiti and Hawaii. All members 
own knives with the birdman design 
carved on the handle, and have silver 
pendants with the Matuan’s birdman 
symbol. 
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We can state with 
confidence that the 
statues did not walle 
clockwise around the 
island (nor counter- 


cloclewise). 


— 


And then we hear about some- 
one named Von Junzt who connects 
the tales of these spirits with the Ri 
Cult of Papua New Guinea, the Nan 
Modal [sic] sea dwellers, and the Eso- 
teric Order of Dagon. It seems that 
the tales of Hiva given by the 
Matuans coincide “exactly” with 
passages in the R’yleh Text; there is 
similarity between Tulu and the god 
Cthulhu, and the statue in the center 
of Rano Kao [sic] is an exact copy of 
Cthulhu statues encountered in dif- 
ferent parts of the world. As for the 
Birdman Cult, Von Junzt mentions 
“beings from Yuggoth” who 

. «are the same as those men- 
tioned in the Brothers of the Yellow 
Sign, the Tngri Cult of Mongolia and 
various other places, and are the Fun- 
goid Invaders referred to in the 
Pnakotic Manuscripts [say what?) 

[It is difficult to comment upon 
all this except to suggest that the au- 
thors—seemingly Matuans—may 
have been experimenting with some 
illegal substance. But we can say that 
there is no single volcanic “center” 
on the island; there are four volcanic 
peaks with lakes in their interiors: 
Rano Kau, Rano Raraku, Rano Aroi, 
and Pu a Katiki. We can state with 
confidence that the statues did not 
walk clockwise around the island 
(nor counter-clockwise). They did 
not, in fact, walk at all; they were 
moved with rollers and ropes, prob- 
ably after being placed on a sled ap- 
paratus. Rano Kau is a crater con- 
taining a lake; neither monolith nor 
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statue has been found in the lake, or 
near the lake. Divers have not found 
any subterranean cave at Motu Nui. 
Crystals are not found on the island. 
Not even Fungoid crystals.] 


Barry Fell and the 
Epigraphers 


Ultra-diffusionist theories claim 
that most civilizations can be traced 
to the genius of a few who spread en- 
lightenment throughout the world. 
These theories generally develop in 
total isolation from legitimate scien- 
tific studies—an isolation which is 
either self-imposed or due to rejec- 
tion of the theories by the established 
authorities. Pseudo-scientists gener- 
ally speak primarily to organizations 
they have founded, and contribute to 
journals they have started and which 
they edit. This description fits the late 
Barry Fell to a “T”. 

Barry Fell and his supporters 
base much of their “evidence” on 
designs carved on rocks, claiming 
that these represent various ancient 
alphabets and languages. A self- 
taught epigrapher, Fell “translates” 
markings that geologists identify as 
natural weathering or marks made 
on field stones by plows, and rock 
carvings left by ancient Native 
Americans. Serious archaeologists 
study the rock carvings as evidence 
of native belief systems, but Fell and 
his cohorts “read” them, and ascribe 
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them to various wandering peoples 
from the European sphere: Celts, 
Basques, Phoenicians, Libyans, 
Carthaginians, Arabs, Minoans and 
Egyptians. 

Fell “deciphered” so-called 
Libyan inscriptions in lowa, Quebec, 
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, and 
Oklahoma, in the Pacific Islands, and 
in Chile. Fell derives the Polynesian 
language [and the language of the 
Zuni Indians!] from ancient Libyan 
with some Anatolian and Asian ele- 
ments thrown in for good measure. 
His line of thinking [sic] goes that 
the Polynesians were descended from 
Libyans who were in the service of 
Egypt, working in Sumatra’s gold 
mines and “even Australia”. 


Fell's boolkes sell incred- 
ibly well toa North 
American public that is 
intent on believing that 
an ancient “white” cul- 
ture existed on this 
continent—hasically a 


racist theory. 


Professional epigraphists do not 
support Fell’s translations: neither the 
Egyptian hieroglyphics, nor the 
Celtic oghram. There is even dissent 
in the ranks: Fell’s claims for ancient 
Celto-Iberian glyphs are claimed to 
be Phoenician or Minoan by other 
amateur epigraphers. However, Fell’s 
books sell incredibly well to a North 
American public that is intent on be- 
lieving that an ancient “white” cul- 
ture existed on this continent—basi- 
cally a racist theory. According to a 
professor of Anthropology at 
Harvard, there is a curious 19th cen- 
tury racism in a view that traces 
American cultures and civilizations 
to the Old World, particularly back 


to Western Europe, the Celts, and 
Egypt. Why should pride in one’s lin- 
eage depend on having ancestors 
from Europe or the countries around 
Egypt or the Fertile Crescent? 

Much is made of the fact that Fell 
is a retired professor with a Ph.D. in 
Invertebrate Zoology and taught at 
Harvard University. However, men- 
tion of his name makes other profes- 
sors at Harvard squirm with embar- 
rassment. The Harvard Crimson 
(February 15 and 16, 1977) discusses 
Fell and his theories in detail, but that 
was before he published most of his 
books (and theories). Professional 
archaeologists and linguists do not 
take him seriously except to note the 
damage his writing has done to le- 
gitimate archaeological inquiry. 

The major complaint regarding 
Fell is that he ignores evidence that 
displeases him, and his linguistic 
“evidence” doesn’t stand up to scru- 
tiny. Nonetheless, his books delight 
large numbers of wishful thinkers. 
Fortunately for those of us involved 
in Pacific studies, Fell did little work 
in that area, mostly concentrating on 
sites in the United States. However, 
he did take a crack at “deciphering” 
rongorongo writing, claiming that, 
because he came from New Zealand, 
he was somehow better prepared to 
translate the tablets. What he came up 
with was a retelling of the myth of the 
arrival of Hotu Matu‘a to the island! 


Eric von Daniken 
and the 


Extra-terrestrials 


Von Daniken stands as the single 
most vexing source of misinforma- 
tion about Easter Island (and other 
places!). He followed his blockbuster 
1968 book Chariots of the Gods? 
Unsolved Mysteries of the Past with 
several others of the same ilk (“Over 
3,000,000 copies in hard cover!!” 
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“The greatest archaeological sensa- 
tion since the discovery of Troy!” 
“.. +a provocative theory that will 
fascinate a vast and eager public.”) 
What this printing history indicates 
is that people will believe/buy any- 
thing sufficiently bizarre. 


A favorite subject of von 
Daniken’s is the Nazca Lines (obvi- 
ously landing strips for the space visi- 
tors), but his imagination extends to 
virtually every corner of the world. 


Left: Two sketches from von Diiniken (1973) showing his version of a petroglyph on Easter 
Island and how it might have worked as a ram-jet engine. Right: The panel of petroglyphs as 
it actually is. The figure in question is an octopus with a human face, Many sea creature 
petroglyphs with human faces are found on Easter Island and most have legends that 
accompany them: Some are described as representing varua (spirits), which could swim or fly. 


Von Daniken (1968:90) wrote about 
Easter Island without ever visiting the 
island. Thus we are treated to such 
statements as: 

Whole mountain massifs had 
been transformed, steel-hard volca- 
nic rock had been cut through like 
butter... No trees grow on the is- 
land, which is a tiny speck of volea- 
nic stone. 

In The Gold of the Gods, von 
Daniken wrote that the statues were 
made of stone not found on the is- 
land, thus they must have been 
brought in by those busy guys from 
outer space. These erroneous state- 
ments have been quoted and re- 
quoted endlessly by those who are 
not familiar with Easter Island. I have 
never given a lecture about Easter Is- 
land without someone in the audi- 
ence asking “... but what about the 
statues being made of stone not 
found on the island?” 
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People will believe/ 
buy anything 
sufficiently bizarre. 


[The volcanic tuff from which 
the statues were carved is quite po- 
rous, and readily cut with stone tools; 
it is not “steel-hard.” Trees did grow 
on the island and still do today. By 
historic times the large trees had been 
cut down, but in prehistoric times the 
island had a forest. The island has 
good soil and is not a “tiny speck of 
volcanic stone.” The statues were 
carved on the island from volcanic 
tuff, basalt, trachyte, and scoria—all 
of which are present on the island. 
The main statue quarry, Rano 
Raraku, still has several hundred un- 
finished statues lying in the quarry.] 

In The Gold of the Gods 
(1972:166), Daniken takes a descrip- 
tion from Francis Maziére whom, he 
says, excavated a bearded Easter Is- 
land statue with horns. In Daniken’s 
words: 

... this head sported a beard and 
it had faceted eyes of the kind insects 
have (and as we know them from 
Japanese Dogu sculptures). But the 
most extraordinary thing was two 
staves that sprouted from the head .. 
. There have never been horned ani- 
mals on Easter Island! . . . It is ri- 
diculous to deny that prehistoric art- 
ists—without drawing on their 
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take, the neck as a 
fuel inlet, the body a 
combustion cham- 
ber, and the end part 
the exhaust for gases, 
and “. .. the en- 
graved star would be 
a symbol of the igni- 
tion system”. 

As for the Nazca 
Lines, space prevents 
an in-depth examina- 


imagination—carved antennae as 
they had seen on the gods who came 
to them from the cosmos. 

But what Maziére wrote about 
is nota statue, but a petroglyph (rock 
carving) from a lakeside site at Rano 
Kau (see page 23). After describing 
other figures on the boulder, he says: 

One was ...ahead of asort... 
a bearded head, with its eyes divided 
up like those of an insect. From its 
top there branched a great pair of 
stag-like antlers. It was exactly like 
the picture ofa shaman... (Maziere 
1968:184). 

[The petroglyph is an image of a 
bearded sea creature with human 
face and divided eyes (not “faceted”), 
The “antlers” are ears or tentacles 
with streamer-like flourishes. This 
form, which is probably a stylized 
octopus, also is seen carved on Eas- 
ter Island’s wood objects, and hu- 
man/sea creatures are relatively com- 
mon in the island’s rock art. None 
are sprouting horns, and many in- 
clude the elegant flourishes similar to 
this example (Lee 1992)]. 

Von Daniken (1972:166) 
sketched a petroglyph from Easter Is- 
land (probably froma photograph to 
judge from the distortion) showing 
an octopus with human face—one of 
the many sea creatures with human 
faces found in the island’s rock art, 
and related to island myths. How- 
ever, he “interpreted” the design as a 
ram-jet propulsion unit (see page 26). 
The head is described as an air in- 


tion of the fantastic 
theories that swirl like dust around 
these lines in the desert. Those who 
are convinced believers in outer 
space-beings coming to earth will not 
change their minds, regardless of the 
facts. Readers who wish information 
on this subject are directed to excel- 
lent books by Johan Reinhard (1986) 
and Evan Hadingham (1988). 
Reinhard effectively dismisses the 
astronaut theory in a footnote; 
Hadingham states: 

Though it may be comforting to 
picture benign extraterrestrials who 
long ago managed to evolve beyond 
the present-day realities of war, pol- 
lution and world hunger, the genuine 
achievements of the Andean peoples 
represent a far more interesting story. 
Much of von Daniken’s writing im- 
plies a patronizing, if not overtly rac- 
ist, superiority to the ‘natives’ who 
were supposedly too stupid to create 
anything by themselves. 


Egyptians, 
Phoenicians and 


Those Other Guys 


A retired professor of vocational 
education was featured in the Tele- 
gram-Tribune (California), 2 April 
1991. The article, by Patricia Porter, 
describes how professor Clyde 
Hostetter became . . . convinced the 
Polynesians came from the Persian 
Gulf—not from China or New 
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Guinea as many archaeologists today 
believe. 

. .. [The ancestors of the modern 
Polynesian people can be traced back 
to 10,000 B.C., when they allegedly 
inhabited today’s Turkey, Rumania, 
Greece and Yugoslavia. According to 
Hostetter, it was their descendants 
who reached South America at least 
1,000 years before Columbus discov- 
ered America. 

The “key” to this idea came from 
designs scratched on a bowl from a 
market in Riyadh. The motif, which 
Hostetter states is a fertility symbol, 
isa diamond with a dot in the center; 
he decided that the number of dia- 
monds on the bowl corresponded to 
a lunar month and this represented a 
lunar calendar made to predict a lu- 
nar eclipse 2,500 years in advance. 
Then, he found a magic calendar with 
the same symbols in the highlands of 
Sumatra. This made sense to 
Hostetter: “. . . the Bataks of Sumatra 
are descendants of ancient 
Sumerians.” The calendar is inaccu- 
rate, he says, but that is “additional 
proof it was imported.” And for fur- 
ther proof, it seems that the name, 
Hawaii, is the “diminutive for the 
ancient name of Sumatra—Hawa.” 


As for predicting a 
lunar eclipse 2,500 
years in advance, 
what's the point? 


[Diamond shaped patterns with dots 
are found virtually all over the world. 
The Polynesians are not from the Per- 
sian Gulf, Turkey, Rumania, Greece 
or Yugoslavia—we have DNA stud- 
ies to prove it. As for predicting a lu- 
nar eclipse 2,500 years in advance, 
what’s the point? And, the word 
“hawa” means, in the Hawaiian lan- 
guage, “defiled, filthy.” The name for 
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nobody will question our ever being here!" 
Hawaii comes from the mythical 
homeland, Hawaikil. 


More Egyptians 

A little book by R. A. Jairazbhoy 
(Ancient Egyptian Survivals in the 
Pacific, 1990) may be considered as 
the “Ishtar” of the book world. The 
author claims that everything 
Polynesian can be traced back to 
Egypt, via Mexico and South 
America. It is, he states, “the only 
way of accounting for the remarkable 
parallels in belief with the higher 
civilisations ... .” He even drags in 
the birdman cult of Easter Island as 
coming from Egypt: 

If one were to propose anteced- 
ents to the practice, the thought of 
the Egg of the Egyptian sungod [sic] 
would have to come to mind. 

[This thought never once crossed mry 
mind.] 


Religion And 
Catastrophe 


Tectonic Cleavage. Letter from 
B. D.N., 1990: 

I felt that my data would help 
you to solve the mystery of its people; 
therefore, Iam sending this data from 
my manuscript voluntarily. 

Easter Island came from the 
shoreline of Chile and Peru with its 
inhabitants in a Tectonic Cleavage of 
ribbons of land from the South 
American Continent, as it would 


make the natives members of the Inca 
family of tribes that lived along the 
inner shoreline regions. 

How? The separation of South 
America from Africa, was the Tec- 
tonic Force necessary in a westward 
direction to send such landmasses 
into the Pacific Ocean by way of a 
Tectonic Tidal Wave of such Tectonic 
Tonnage that was much greater than 
the tonnage of the landmasses—a 
counter-rotation of the Earth, 

As a Tectonic Analyst and Bibli- 
cal Geologist, I have sought to un- 
ravel the “Feat of the Dial of Abaz” 
by Isaiah. The technology was writ- 
ten in Scripture in abstract form; that 
is, the counter-rotation of the Earth 
to scatter the inhabitants, was writ- 
ten as the turning back of the Sun by 
10 degrees. It was done to fulfill 
God's prophecy, and it was not an 
occasion of science. 

This same scenario of Tectonic 
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AMAZON 
NENTURERS 


Jungle Lodges 
River Trips 
Exotic Birds & Fruits 
Pink Dolphins 
Monkeys 
Historic Opera Houses 
Medicinal Herbs 


Call Lacey A. Gude 
Amazon/Brazil Travel Specialist 
Suite 205, 1235 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Arlington, VA 22202 


(703) 415-4799 (888) 262-9666 
Fax (703) 415-4798 


Cleavage is similar to how Hawaii 
was cleaved from Baja, Mexico. The 
Hawaiians are Aztecs who were on 
the landmass when it was sent into 
the Pacific Ocean in the Westward 
Tectonic Tidal Wave. 

Core-samples of the identifying 
landmasses will prove the geological 
facts, and ceremonial dress compari- 
son will identify the cultures to be ex- 
actly the same for Hawaii-to-Baja 
and Easter-to-Chile-Peru. Scientists 
disavow God and therefore, they 
have become lost in all such kinds of 
erroneous speculations that is in our 
geology books, encyclopedias and at- 
lases. All Earth Science is of God. 

[The Hawaiians are not Aztecs. 
Easter Island did not come from the 
shoreline of South America.] 


The Temple of Baal: Letter from N.B. 
Louisiana, 1989: 

I had read in the Bible of men 
being raised up by God who went 
into the areas they were concerned 
with and tore down the Baal idols 
that the heathens worshiped. One 
such example is from Judges, where 
God tells Gideon to throw down the 
Altar of Baal that the Father hath and 
cut down the grove that is by it. Cut- 
ting down the grove would be one 
reason for the greenery disappearing. 
In those days they worshiped so 
many different gods. 

Samuel ... tells how the Philis- 
tines (pagans) brought the Ark of the 
Lord into the house of Dagon and 
on the morrow he was fallen upon 
his face and he had both the palms of 
his hand were cut off. Samuel tells 
the people to put away the strange 
gods and return to the Lord... . 1 
was wondering if some Godly men 
went in and threw down some of the 
statues on Easter Island and de- 
stroyed all the greenery (groves). 
Something to think about. The Bible 
contains a lot of answers if only it 
would be studied word for word. 

[There is no point in trying to 
dispute what some folks think they 
read in the Bible.] 


Coming Up... 

The Nutcase Chronicles will 
continue in Issue 57 (Autumn 1999) 
with some of the most insidious kinds 
of misinformation, which I call Balo- 
ney and Half-Truths. This includes 
the over-used phrases, “...what ELSE 
can it be?” and “...could this be__?” 
(Fill in the blank with whatever loony 
idea comes to mind.) Those who em- 
ploy this form of fiction-writing use 
jargon in an effort to sound scientific 


‘CHILE -ISLA DE PASCUA - EASTER ISLAND - OSTERINSEL, 
‘TelFax 0058-32-400588 


RAPA NU! TRAVEL is your tour operator 
and travel agent based right on Easter Island. 
If you need information about Easter Island— 

when to come, which parts of the Island to 
visit, and where to stay—contact us! 


Our e-mail adress: 
rntravel @entelchile.net 


Or visit our website for further information 
about our activities : 
www.rapanuitravelltda.co.cl 


and favor Egyptians and Phoenicians as 
the originators of just about everything. 
Some writers of this ilk cite academic 
sources in such a way as to bamboozle 
the reader who may not be well in- 
formed. And lastly, we will hear of the 
ultimate folly: psychic archaeology. 
Bring on the crystal ball! 
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Running of the bulls, continued from page 15, 


Costumes lend a touch of Carnival 
to the festivities. 


val and donor of bulls, sits on the 
same wooden bench as the rest of us. 
Rich or poor, everyone can jump into 
the arena with the bulls. A roar erupts 
from the crowd as a bull crunches 
three men against the fence. Miracu- 
lously, no one is hurt. 

In contrast to the macho mad- 
ness of the men at the Corralejas, the 
ladies of Sincelejo gather at cocktail 
parties in private homes with local 
and national beauty queens in atten- 
dance, As any traveler south of the 
Rio Grande knows, no Latin Ameri- 
can festival is complete without a 
beauty contest—during Corralejas, 
contests are held at social clubs at 
night. For the socially less distin- 
guished, there are open-air dances. 
When I was there in 1975, the sta- 
dium was transformed into a huge 
ballroom. Nearly a dozen bands 


blared strains of the local fan- 
dango while revelers danced in 
the blood-soaked sand. 
Colombia’s legendary hos- 
pitality shines in Sincelejo. Af- 
ter exchanging only a few words 
and a drink or two, people 
readily invite me into their 
homes, to any number of pre- 
and post-Correjelas parties. At 
one in particular, I luck out. 


afandango with the 
voluptuous Miss Cartagena 


curse my two left feet but still 
pull off a passable fandango 
with the voluptuous Miss 
Cartagena. 

Later, mingling with the 
celebrating crowds in the 
streets, | am reminded that the 
Corralejas is a festival of the 
people—a jamboree loved by 
all. “It’s very provincial,” said 
Carlos Duran, a local shop 


owner, “But it’s all ours.” 
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Half a dozen beauty queens are 
here, dancing with one and all. I 


MACHIU PICCITU AND TITE INCA TRAIL 
ARE JUST TITE BEGI 


NING! 


Tawantinsuyo—‘the four quarters of the 
earth”—as the Incas called their Empire, was 
unquestionably the largest, most powerful 
nation-state ever created by Native Americans. 
At its peak, it extended a distance equal to that 
from London to Baghdad! 

=; mS 


Join Tawantinsuyo Explorations™, LLC and Kevin Haight—longtime SAEC 
member and teacher of continuing education courses on the Incas and their Empire at| 
the University of Colorado and Metro State College, Denver—on one of our 8- or 15- 
day trips scheduled for 1999. You won’t just see, you'll experience the world of these 
infensely spiritual people, From the magnificence of their cities in the sky to the 
baffling precision of their monuments in stone, unequaled anywhere in the world, 
then or now. And you will also partake of their culture, religion, and unique relation. 
ship with the universe because Inca/Andean culture continues to live and flourish 
today among the mountain Indians of Peru. 


‘ome join us for the experience of a lifetime! 
Trips departing May through October. 
Land prices from $1795 
Contact Tawantinsuyo Explorations 7 LEC 
for departure dates, detaifed itineraries, and full information. 
Telephone: 800-862-9294 
Fax: 303-543-2256 
-mail: incatour Cr 
Website: http://www.incatour.com 
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The Corralejas are not 
for everybody—and not for the 
faint of heart—but are definitely an 
unusual festival few outsiders see. 


The crime and violence found in 
other parts of Colombia are rare on 
the north coast. Still, be wary of 
pickpocketing and other petty 
crimes in large crowds. Be alert. 


Sincelejo has a number of fairly 
good hotels. The easiest way to go 
by land is from Cartagena, and the 
nearest airport is at Monteria, a 
one-hour taxi ride away. 


Buy your nine-dollar Corralejas 
tickets early in the day around 10 
o'clock, Get there early as thou- 
sands crowd around the two 
entrances, Head for the least-used 
entrance on the east side of the 
stadium. To avoid looking into the 
sun, get seats on the west side, 


It’s January, the dry season, and 
you're in the tropics. It gets very 
hot. You'll need a red cape, one of 
the elaborately woven straw hats 
to protect you from the sun, and an 
iron stomach for the rum. Thus 
armed, you might survive the 
Corralejas, 


@ -Anitours. Inc. 


Small Group Tours 


Specializing in 


EASTER ISLAND 


and Chile, South America, China, 
South Africa, Eastern Europe, Ukraine, 
Switzerland, Bulgaria and India. 


81 New Road, Suite 144 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
Tel: 973 299 8180 
Fax: 973 334 6270 
1-800-243 8264 
anitours@concentric.net 


Ace of Clubs, continued from page 7. 


ee =a 
MERE, we believe it. That the 
Club is still around, that we have 
somehow endured 
RR, and ME — we owe 
this all to Cricket. Throughout it all, 
Cricket absorbed the brunt of the on- 
slaught. In the end, it killed her. 

Could we bring ourselves to sub- 
ject the abused corpse to a post- 
mortem? No, We lived through her 
anguish. Day by day, we felt her pain. 
For us, there was nothing to prove— 
no need to inspect the multiple con- 
tusions that eventually did her in. 

Is the South American Explorers 
Club out of the woods? Hardly. With 
Cricket dead, the SAEC is forced to 


When we last checked the pet 
store in Pyramid Mall, we noted sev- 
eral guinea pigs for sale. One even 
looked like Cricket. But, no, we 
couldn’t do it. Having witnessed first 
hand and up close the unbearable 
torture Cricket endured for the Club, 
we cannot in good conscience inflict 
such a fate on another rodent, al- 
though a guinea pig is a lot cheaper 
ha. 

Members, your Club is hanging 
in there. Of course, if we lose this one 
and have to pay damages, it’s all over. 
We just thought you should know 
how things stand. 

Believe it or not, we’re not ask- 
ing for donations this time around. If 
the Club can’t somehow Sm 
TE 6 cove hh 


a Sas eo 
MR, well, so be it. Maybe 


it’s the end. Only time will tell. 
More importantly for now, 
Cricket’s grave is still unmarked. If 
you have some spare change, maybe 
you could see your way to contribut- 
inga little something to erect a simple 


memorial to a wee blameless critter 
that gave her all to the Club. 

To all those special members 
who gave more than required to sup- 
port the Club from the beginning, 
through years of turmoil, to its 
present glorious, bill-paying, maga- 
zine-on-time producing state, our 
thanks. Without you, we wouldn’t 
even be a position co = 
Se] 
SS. Our humble and grate- 


ful thanks to you all. 
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SAEC in Cyberspace 


ttp://www.samexp 


Working in Latin 
Anerica 


International Career Employment 
Center 


http://www. internationaljobs.org 


A great source for finding jobs 
abroad. The International Career 
Employment Center collects infor- 
mation on current international job 
openings with governments, gov- 
ernment contractors, United Na- 
tions agencies, private voluntary 
organizations, student exchange or- 
ganizations and more. Job open- 
ings updated daily, and you can 
post your résumé in their database 
for international employers to pe- 
ruse. 


Dave's ESL Café 


http://www. pacificnet.net/~sperling/ 
jobcenter.html 


By far the greatest resource for 
would-be English instructors in 
Latin America. Post your résumé, 
browse through lists of ESL jobs in 
Central and South America, and 
leave a message on the electronic 
bulletin boards to discuss jobs and 
teacher training. 


Escape Artist Home Page 
http://www.escapeartist.com/si/sa.htm 


This site bills itself “the web site 
for anyone moving out of the coun- 
try.” Tips for establishing citizen- 
ship, articles on finding jobs in 
South America, resources for mov- 
ing overseas, listings of employ- 
ment opportunities. 


The Association of American Schools 
in South America 
http://www.aassa.com 

The Association of American 
Schools in South America (AASSA) 
seeks qualified educators to fill po- 
sitions in private schools located 
throughout South America. Schools 
vary in size and offer a predomi- 
nately U.S. based curriculum. In 
general, two year contracts offer 
housing, medical benefits, shipping 
allowance, transportation, home 
leave and competitive salaries. See 
their home page for more info. 


New World Teachers 
http://www.goteach.com 


New World Teachers offers an in- 
ternationally recognized program 
providing one month intensive 
courses in Teaching English as a 
Foreign Language. One great pro- 
gram perk: lifetime placement as- 
sistance. New World Teachers will 
provide contacts for teaching in 
Latin America and give advice on 
the job offers you receive. 


0.0rg 


Teach English in Mexico 
http://teach-english-mexico.com/ 


A terrific source for information 
and resources on teaching English 
in Mexico. Offers the Teach En- 
glish in Mexico Employment Guide 
with a detailed plan on how to ob- 
tain teaching positions. Click here 
for info on the Teach English in 
Mexico Newsletter, teacher train- 
ing, and how to get the teacher’s 
tool kit. 


AmeriSpan 
http://www.amerispan.com/volun- 
teer/ 

AmeriSpan is best known for their 
Spanish language immersion pro- 
grams, but they also offer an exten- 
sive internship program. Opportu- 
nities include positions with 
Escuela Bilingue Mundo 
Maravilloso in Costa Rica, 
Mexico’s Powell Institute, and the 
Instituto de Lengua y Relaciones 
Internacionales in Panama. 


REAS 

ULTRAVIOLET 
IN SOUTH 
AMERICA? 
If you have knowledge 
of or have experienced severely 
sunburned skin or sore eyes, 
please contact: 

Jim Scanlon, 199 Canal Street #8, 

San Rafael, CA 94901 


jscanlon@linex.com 
leave msg 415-485-0540 
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Bolivian TIMES 


WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 
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Latin Amica 
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American Indian Rights canter Ga (SAIC) 


ped Yala Neve is a unique publeaton hat 
fers an Indigenous perspective on Indian 
movements ri Latin Tee, news from 


eee ing nn Hise fights, autono- 
my, human rights, and women’s issues. 


Membership to SAIC provides you 
with four issues 


1, CA 
Phone: (510) 834-4263 
Fax: (510) 834-4264 
Email: salic@igc.apc.org 


Expitation date 


Through articles and 
photos it will show you 
the magic of Bolivia 


Subscribe 


Individual Alternatives to Mass Tourism 
Transitions 
Abroad 


"An essential publication for 


people who are true travelers." 


~ Arthur Frommer 


Subscriptions just $24.95 from 
Transitions Abroad Publishing 


(800) 293-0373 
www.transabroad.com 


Join the Bradt Pack 


and pack a Bradt Guide! 


, protl 
Bradt ge 
Backpacking & Trekking in 
Peru & Bolivia $15.95 
Backpacking in Central 
America $15.95 
Backpacking in Mexico $16.99 


Climbing & Hiking in Ecuador 
$17.95 


Backpacking in Chile & 
Argentina $14.95 


Central & South America by 
Road $16.95 

Guide to Belize $15.95 
Guide to Brazil $17.95 
Guide to Cuba $16.95 
Guide to Venezuela $16.95 


For a fast and friendly mall order 
service contact 

Bradt Publications, 

41 Nortoft Road, Chalfont St Peter, 
Bucks SL9 OLA, England, 

‘Toliax: +44 1494 873478 


vy 


Save Save Rival! 


in Costa Rica, Guatemala 
Honduras & Ecuador 


Whether shopping, dining, 
traveling, sending a fax or just 
getting a haircut, the 
AmeriSpan Discount Card 
will save you money. 


Accepted by 
restaurants, hotels, 
tour operators, 
doctors, stores and 
other businesses. 
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For subscription to 
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Cecil Herbert 
Prodgers 


by Daniel Buck 


t six feet, 265 pounds, with 

a thick drooping moustache 

on his upper lip, Cecil 
Herbert Prodgers looked like an Anglo- 
Saxon walrus. But what made him im- 
pressive went well beyond his extraor- 
dinary appearance. “Men of his cali- 
ber are seldom met nowadays,” wrote 
a friend in 1924, “He was one of a 
thousand, big mentally and physically. 
Big in his ideas, big in his enterprises, 
and brimful of love and charity.” 

While working as a horse trainer 
in Chile in the early 1900s, Prodgers 
was enlisted by the Challana and 
Tongo Rubber Company to venture 
into the Tipuani-Challana region of 
Bolivia and persuade the Indians there 
to work as rubber tappers. His desti- 
nation was “Paroma, the mysterious 
Indian capital, a town that no single 
white man had ever seen,” as R.B. 
Cunninghame Graham described it in 
his admiring preface to Prodgers’s 1922 
book, Adventures in Bolivia. 

At the time, Paroma was in the 
hands of renegade Bolivian soldiers 
who had thrown in with the locals, 
“half in the capacity of traders, half as 


A me 


military advisors.” But Prodgers was 
not to be put off by either the remote- 
ness of the jungle town or the fact that 
it was defended by entrepreneurial 
turncoats. In 1903, he set off from La 
Paz to Sorata by mule. He armed him- 
self with a revolver, a Winchester rifle, 
and a letter from the sister of the ren- 
egade chief, Colonel Villarde. 

From Sorata, Prodgers descended 
to Tipuani and on into the Challana 
valley. At last, he reached Paroma, 
“situated on the top ofa green hill, with 
a river running through it, and houses 
and huts scattered everywhere about.” 
He was quite taken with “the large 
trees that grew singly or in clumps of 
eight or ten or more [and] made the 
spot very beautiful.” 

Prodgers won over Villarde and 
the three hundred Indians with some 
beguiling nonsense, saying that he had 
heard of the “Challanas in London and 
New York as brave Christians and not 
savages,” offering a good price for the 
rubber, and promising free land from 
the government. 

Two years later, Prodgers em- 
barked on a quest to find the fabled 
lost Jesuit gold treasure at Sacambaya. 
According to legend, the Jesuits had 
buried gold valued at $60 million just 
prior to being thrown out of Bolivia in 
1768. The hoard was said to have been 
secreted near their mission in a “large 
cave” that it had taken “500 Indians 
two and one half years to dig out.” 
Prodgers was shown a document that 


not only “described the kind of 
place...near the banks of 
Sacambaya” where the trove could be 
found, but also warned that the wily 
Jesuits had booby-trapped the cave 
with “enough strong poison to kill a 
regiment.” The document even inven- 
toried the treasure: near the door, “an 
image made of pure gold three feet 
high, the eyes of which are two large 
diamonds;” in one room, “thirty-seven 
large heaps of gold;” and in another, 
“thirty-seven big heaps of gold.” Dur- 
ing three expeditions between 1905 
and 1907, the hopeful Prodgers unsuc- 
cessfully excavated Caballo Cunco Hill 
on an island at the junction of the Rios 
Cuti and Sacambaya. Unbeknownst to 
him, there had been no Jesuit mission 
at Sacambaya and no gold treasure. 
The story was a hoax. 

Adventures in Bolivia is illustrated 
with Prodgers’s black-and-white pho- 
tographs and appealing water colors, 
done in a style somewhere between 
Gauguin and Grandma Moses. In a 
subsequent volume, Adventures in 
Peru, published in 1924, he told fur- 
ther tales of his life in the southern 
hemisphere—salvaging a shipwreck off 
Juan Fernandez Island, horse racing in 
Peru, and mining in Bolivia. Prodgers 
died while the book was in press. 


the 
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ESTUDIO DE ESPANOL 
“PICHINCHA" 


The quickest and best way to learn Spanish...! 
INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION: ONE-TO-ONE 


* Instruction includes grammar, Idiomatic expressions and conversation. 

* Study up to 7 hours a day; 5 days a week. Flexible schedule. Official Diploms, 

* Excursions to museums, markets and volcanoes, 

"We can provide lodging in homes of carefully selected families (meals included), 
‘Address: Calle Andrés Xoura N° 182, between Uizardo Garcia y Foch 
P.O.Box: 17-03-00936 
E-Mall; — Ivite@ulo.sainet.net AND admin@pichinch.ecx.ec 
Faxes: (5932) 601-689 or 628-051 
Phones; (6932) 452-891 or 528-051 
Intemet: — hitpy/www.qni.comy~mj/pichinch.html#PICHINCHA 

Quito - Eouador 


a 


| fe 


lipo 8 tons 


ACADEMIA DE ESPANOL 
Best quality at low prices 
Carrlén 300 E8-183 y Leonidas Plazq 
P,O.BOX 17 - 12 - 587 
e-mail: bipo@iprolink.ch 


bipo@pi.pro.ec 
Tel, ++ 593 2 556 614 
Fax. ++593 2 547 090 

Quito -Ecuador 


oy ik YA CHA NA more than a jungle lodge... 


= discover the life of the people 
NN EHR explore and absorb the forest 
-.a place for learning 


e-mail: info@yachana.com 
FAX: 5932 220362 
TELF: 5932 541862 or 543851 


Angermeyer's 
Enchanted Expeditions 


¢ Galapagos Cruises 

¢ Jungle Expeditions 

¢ Highland Trekking 

* Birdwatching 

¢ Cultural and Archeological Programs 

¢ Walking Tours 

¢ Tourist Class Hostal: "The Orange Guest House" 


Guaranteed fixed departures for individual travelers on mainland Ecuador. 
Weekly departures to Galapagos, indigenous markets, Cotopaxi National Park (seat in car rates). 


Foch 726 y Av. Amazonas 
Fax: 593-2-569956 Ph: 593-2-569960 / 221305 

E-m ngermeyer@accessinter.net 

Web Site: http://)www.angermeyer.com 


P.O. Box: 17-1200599 Quito - Ecuador 
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English/Ecuadorian Owned And Run Hotel in a beautifully 
restored colonial house. Centrally located in Quito, we have 24 


individually styled bedrooms with private bathrooms. Loads of 
atmosphere with our comfortable library and stone fireplaces. 


Other services include: 


“Cultura Tours” travel desk for help and info about your journey. 
Cafe open from 7 to 7 daily ~ special breakfasts and lunches, 


English cream tea, & delicious home-baked breads. 


Contact us at Tel: (593-2) 504-078, Fax: (593-2) 224-271, 
E-mail: info@cafecultura.com Web: www.cafecultura.com 


LA LENGUA 
Spanish School 


STUDY WITH US FOR ONE HOUR, 
ONE WEEK OR ONE YEAR 


e Intensive, individual 
(one-to-one) and group classes 
Flexible schedules 
University trained teachers 
Official Diploma 
Voluntary work 
Student apartment with teacher 
Live with local families (three 
meals and laundry) 

Dancing lessons (salsa, .... ) 
Help with student visas 
Practice outside of the classroom, 
in a market, museum or small 
village. 
Free E-mail service 
SAEC members receive 10% discount 
Colon 1001 y Juan Leon Mera 8th floor 
P.O, Box 17-07-9519 Quito-Ecuador 
Phone 593-2-543521 Fax 593-2- 601271 


E-mail: lalengua@hoy.net 
lalengua@uio.telconet.net 


Comer of Robles and Reina Victoria, Quito, Ecuador 


RECOMMENDED IN ECUADOR 


LONG TERM FAVOURITE IN THE RICHEST ECOSYSTEM ON EARTH 


oa. Lite 
‘Thank you for the true neo, We will certainly refer any Inquiries for an adventure in the best of 


$8 experior 
Ecundor to you: Your guides: are top-quality. We Hope to return to Ecuador soon and experiance more of your 
jours.” 


ADVENTURE TRAVEL SOCIETY, WORLD CONGRESS 1998. 
ENGLEWOOD, CO.USA, 


“Another jungle outfitter with good reputation and several reader recommendations is Native Life. They specialize 
Inthe Cuy among other areas. Native Life strives to be environmentally and culturally responsible, | 
appreciate reader's comments on this subject." 

LONELY PLANET B00K,1997 


“The current favourite In trips to Cuyabeno Is Native Life Travels. Guide owned and operated, they run 5- to 8-day 
trips into the park. The popular 5-day trip costs USS245 per person, with a discount for SAEC members. 


LET'S GO ECUADOR BOOK, 1998 
FOR THOUSANDS OF TRIP REPORTS, PLEASE CHECK IN THE SOUTH AMERICAN EXPLORERS CLUB OR IN 
NATIVE LIFE'S MAIN OFFICE 


7 and Amazonas Avo., Quito, E-mail:nat 
bachstr.9 - 40476 Dusseldort. E-mall: 2 
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| Study Spanish at one of a 
the best Spanish schools 


in Quito, Ecuador 
(according to the SAEC members) 


FOES, 


We offer ind. lessons with 

very experienced teachers 

and homestays with local 
families. Price includes; 


Cultural Survival Quarterly 
"the conscience of anthropology” 
-NEWSWEEK 


Founded in 1982, CSQ is the award-winning 
publication of Cultural Survival, the international 
human rights group for indigenous peoples and 
ethnic minorities. Each issue of CSQ features a 
central theme with numerous articles exploring 
the most current issues of the day facing native 
peoples and their rights to land, resources, and 
self-determinotion. Become a member today or 
pick up a copy at your local newsstand. 


SAPATAPATACATATACATACATATE 


Cultural Survival Quarterly 
96 Mount Auburn Street 
c 


AA 02138 
tele 6) 


1cs.org, Website; WWW.cs.org 


salsa lessons, cooking 
lessons, e-mail, teaching 
materials+excursions! 
Please check our homepage at : 


www. simon-bolivar.com 
ddress: Calle L. Plaza 353 y Roca. Fax/Ph: 


400, fax: 617-441-5417 


WAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA Tic chenti i atch eh ene 


YACU AMU RAFTING 


The spirit of the river 
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593-2-236688, e-mail: knaugan@aol.com *1, 2, 5 and 8 day trips 
* Kayak trips/hire 
, ACADEMIA SUPERIOR, SIMON BOLIVAR AD * Customized itineraries 
DA ovevevevevoveVeveveyeVeVevoveveveveveveveye 4 


* Discount for SAEC members 


Telefax: (593) (02) 236-844 


Email: yacuamu' @rafting.com.ec 


Amazonas 993 y Presidente Wilson 
Quito - Ecuador 


I =| 
YS 
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Academia Latinoamericana 
de Espajfiol 


Proud to be the friendliest Spanish School 
you have ever known.’ Family owned and 
operated. The program offers language 
study at nine levels, for complete beginners 
through advanced. Experienced staff-native 
Ecuadorians., Carefully selected host 
families within walking distance of school, 
unique , out-of-classroom opportunities, 
College credit available, volunteer program 
and more. Please contactius at: 


USA Office: 640 E. 3990 S, Ste. E. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84107 Tel (801) 268 4608 
Fax (801) 265 9156 delco@spanish.com.ec 
www.ecua.net.ec/academia |,” 


venga BE te wneier 


Quito Program 


Learn and Enioy 
in ECUADOR 


* Individual intensive and semi-intensive Spanish lessons, 
* Accommodation with Ecuadorian families. 
™ Professional and experienced teachers with an University 


degree, 

* Cultural Exchange with English Students, 

* Official certificates. 

* Welcoming environment: A house with garden and a Cafeteria. 
* Audio and video practice. 


South American cs 


Language Institute 


‘Av. Amazonas N26-59 y Santa Marfa Phone: 593-2-544715 
Fax: 593-2-226348 P.O.Box 17-21373 Quito Ecuador 
E-mail: sudameri@impsat.net.ec 
Website: http://www southamericaneduec 


The Orange Guest 
House 


CHARMING BED & BREAKFAST 


+ IN THE HEART OF MODERN QUITO 
+8 ROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATH 
* SLEEPS UP TO 18 GUESTS 


* COMFORTABLE BEDS 


Foch 726 y Av. Amazonas 
P.O. Box: 17-1200599 
Fax: 593-2-569956 
Ph: 593-2-569960 / 221305 
E-mail: 
angermeyer@accessinter.net 
Web Site: 
http://www.angermeyer.com 
Quito ~ Ecuador 


Lector-Academia de Quito 
eg International Spanish School 
WE DO NOT GIVE ANY DISCOUNTS ! 
BUT 
20 % of your fees we will give to our 
teachers as an additional increase. 
We guarantee it ! 
ALSO 
100 % of the profits from the teachers 


operated cafeteria goes directly to them 


COULD YOU FIND A BETTER 
MOTIVATED TEAM ? 


Do not ask for the cheapest prices, ask 
for quality and fair business practises. 


Visit us at: www.ecua.net.ec/lector 
Email: _lectorac@pi.pro.ec 
Tel/Fax: 583-2-432195 or 500214 
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CLASSIFIEDS: Ads for Issue 57 
must be received by June 1, 1999. You 
must send payment with copy. 


ENGLISH MALE, 29, M/F 
companions for tour of South America. 


seeks 


Also, anyone interested in South America 
or travel in general, please write. Phillip 
Adams, 36 Lindisfarne Close, Eynesbury, 
Cambridgeshire, PE 19 UT, England, (57) 
MOTORCYCLE DOWN PACIFIC 
COAST. Ecuador to Tierra del Fuego with 
frequent detours to interesting places. Need 
2-3 riders for strength with mobility. John 
Sharsmith, P.O. Box 75, Moran, WY 
83013, E-mail: geobuff@aol.com (57) 


PERU REAL AND ADVENTUROUS 
Welcome to Peruvian real life... some 20 
years ago I started taking people to remote 


areas in the mountains of the Central Andes 
and the High Jungle (cloud forest). It has 
been a very pleasant experience to enjoy and 
share trails with many travellers. So, if you 
are ready to experience a bit of the real Peru, 
drop mea note: E-mail: luchoh@yahoo.com; 
Tel:51-64-223-303; Post mail: Av. Giraldez 
No.652 or Apartado Postal No.510, 
Huancayo, Peru. I'm “highly and 
repeatedly” recommended by South Ameri- 
can Handbook, with good write-ups in 
Lonely Planet books and all the best travel 
books...1 do my best every time. Thanks! 
Lucho Hurtado. (56) 


LIMA—ENGLISH SPEAKING DRIVER 
for airport/business/tourist transport. 
Experienced, dependable and reasonable. 
Contact “MONICA” phone: 511-425- 
5087, cellular: 511-991-2160, fax: 511- 
448-1402. 
blockbuster.com.pe (57) 


E-mail: vemonica@ 


HOSTAL DELAS ARTES, LIMA. Colonial 
style, member-recommended hostal near 
Lima SAEC. Inexpensive rooms from $6. 
Quiet, safe, friendly. Dutch owned. Tel: 
(511) 433-0031. E-mail: artes@relematic. 
com.pe; Internet: Http://clientes.telematic. 
com.pe/artes; Jiron Chota 1460, Lima 1, 
Peru. (56) 


The PER ISSUE rates for 
classified ads are: 


LIFE MEMBERS: 
Free first 25 words. 


OTHER MEMBERS: 
Non-commercial: $10 first 25 words. 
Commercial: $30 first 25 words. 


NONMEMBERS: 
Non-commercial: $20 first 25 words. 
Commercial: $40 first 25 words. 
Each additional word 50¢ . 


Note: E-mail addresses and international 
phone numbers count as 2 words. 


All classifieds currently running 
will expire with Issue number that 
appears at the end of the ad, e.g. (56). 


Ads for Issue 57 must be prepaid 
and received by June 1, 1999. 


HOSTAL CASA DE CAMPO - CUSCO. 
Private bathrooms, sunny garden, hearth- 
lit dining room, spectacular view! Free 
airport pick-up. Peruvian/Dutch owned. 
Info: fax (51 84) 241422 or e-mail: 


amautaa@mail.cosapidata.com.pe (56) 


POSADA DEL PARQUE. “Charmingly 
refurbished old house in safe area, excellent 


bathrooms, highly recommended as 
excellent value.” Parque Hernan Velarde 60 
Santa Beatriz Lima 1. Fax 3326927. E-mail: 
monden@telematic.com.pe. 10% discount 
saec members only when booking directly. 
Special rates for groups of ten persons in 
shared rooms. (56) 


LA CASA DE LA ABUELA...HOME 
AWAY FROM HOME. If you feel like 
resting, having some fun, a bit of extra 
adventure or just to enjoy a special 
time... Visit Huancayo and stay with us. A 
family atmosphere, clean, safe and friendly 
with good facilities, gardens, games, maps, 
bilingual information, close to Train 
Station, transport to nearby villages, 
markets around the corner and just across 
from Incas del Peru and La Cabaiia Pefia 
restaurant (your best options in town for 
adventure travelling and folkloric music 
shows). 10% discount at La Cabafia 
Restaurant if you stay with us... and free 
transport to our family place upon your 
arrival to bus station. Beds from $5 per 
night with breakfast: E-mail casa_abuela 
@yahoo.com; Address: Av. Giraldez 691 
Huancayo, Peru; Tel:51-64-234-383 (56) 


QUITO. WOMEN’S HOSTAL EVA 
LUNA. $5.00/night. Kitchen and laundry. 
Quiet and secure. Amazonas area. Contact 
Safari. Tel: 593-2-234-799 or P.O. Box 17- 
11-6060, Quito. We hold mail. (56) 


JOHNNY’S LODGING HOUSE— 
Caamano 145 y Colon, Quito, Ecuador. 
Rooms with hot showers, communal 
kitchen, washer and dryer, TV and sun 
terrace. Quiet neighbourhood near buses 
and supermarket. Single $7, double $8. Tel: 
521-974 (56) 


CULTURA RESERVATION CENTRE, 
Quito: A group of independent hotel 
owners with a variety of beautiful places 
around Ecuador in one central office. Tel/ 
5932 558889. E-mail: info@ 
ecuadortravel.com (QC) 


Fax: 
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SEE YOU AT CASA MOJANDA! Beautiful 
retreat and farm 10 minutes from 
OTAVALO, Ecuador. Adobe cottages 
overlooking spectacular mountain setting. 
Hiking, biking, and horseback riding to 
waterfalls, cloud forest, and Mojanda 
Lakes, Gourmet home-cooked meals, 
organic gardens, Andean music and 
dancing, English and Spanish library, video 
collection. Family owned and operated. 
Call/Fax 593-9-731737 or Fax 593-6- 
922969, mojanda@uio.telconet.net Visit 
our unique internet 
casamojanda.com. (56) 
GRINGO BILL'S HOTEL & REST- 


AURANT. 3 houses left of church in Aguas 
Calientes, Machu Picchu Pueblo. Hot water 


home! www. 


24-hrs a day, laundry, luggage stored, 
money exchanged, tourist information, 
English spoken. American owned. Telefax 
011(51-84)211-046. Email: gringobills 
@yahoo.com (56) 


OTAVALO, ECUADOR. Ali Shungu, 
Hotel/Restaurant. Hacienda-like setting, 4 
blocks from Indian Market, 16 rooms, 2 
family apartments. Fireplace, Garden, 
Patio, Mountain Views, Hummingbirds, 
Friendly Service. Gourmet Vegetarian & 
International Meals. Shuttle Bus from 
Quito, Tour Information, American owned. 
Call 593-6-920750. Write: Casilla 34, 
Otavalo, E-mail: alishngu@uio.telconet.net. 
Visit our website at wwwaalishungu.com. 
(56) 


CAFE CULTURA: In Quito—English 
owned hotel: beautiful colonial house 
centrally located in new part of town 
(Robles y Reina Victoria). 24 bedrooms, all 
with private bathroom. Logfires/garden/lots 
of atmosphere. Café serves our famous 
breakfasts, lunch, and English cream teas. 
Tel/Fax: 593-2-224-271, E-mail: info@cafe 
cultura.com; Web: www.cafecultura.com. 
Also in Bafios—another beautiful colonial 


house with 7 bedrooms, situated right by 
the waterfall. Garden/Terrace/cafe. Tel/Fax: 


593-3-740-419. (QC) 
THE MAGIC BEAN—Restaurant, coffee 
house and hotel. Great location, 


comfortable, clean. Close to all the good 
restaurants and shopping. In the new town. 
Friendly, helpful American-owned, located 
at Foch 681 y Juan Leon Mera, Quito. Tel: 
566-181, Shared rooms and bath $7 pp, 
double with private bath $20. (IC) 


HOSTAL FARGET—in Quito, excellent 
location just between Old Town and New 
‘Town (Sta. Prisca y Farget). 21 comfortable, 
clean and safe rooms, all with large private 
bathrooms. Laundry, fax and breakfast. Tel 
(593-2)570-074, fax (593-2) 570-557. 
Email:gesuarez@pi.pro.ec Also in El 
Chaupi, Machachi-Hacienda San Jose, 
located at the foot of the Ilinizas peaks 
(3,500m). Good aclimatization base. http:/ 
/wwwpub2.ecua.net.ec/farget/ (56) 


BLACK SHEEP INN—an ecological lodge 
located in the heart of the Andes. Great day 
hiking, treks, horseback riding, gourmet 
vegetarian food, organic gardens, clean air 
and bright stars. Close to Laguna Quilotoa, 
Rio Toachi Canyon, Cloud forests and 
indigneous markets. 3 hours from Lata- 
cunga. For more information tel 593-3-814- 
587, email blksheep@interactive. net.ec or 
write, The Black Sheep Inn, PO Box 05-01- 
240, Latacunga, Cotopaxi, Ecuador (56) 


EXPLORERS INN. WORLD RECORDS: 
595 species birds, 1200+ butterflies, 149 
dragonflies. In the Tambopata Nature 
Reserve, Puerto Maldonado. 
reservations and information contact 


For 


Peruvian Safaris, Garcilaso de la Vega 1334, 
Lima. Tel: (51-1) 431-6330. Fax: (51-1) 
332-6676. Safaris@amauta. 
rcp.net.pe; Web site: http://peruvian 
safaris.com/ (56) 


PENSION JOSE LUIS. Cosy apartments in 
a private house. Family atmosphere with 
independence. Cooking and laundry 


E-mail: 


facilities, safe, nice and quiet location, 10 
minutes from the center of Miraflores: 
Francisco de Paula Ugarriza #727 San 
Antonio, Miraflores 18 Lima. English- 
speaking owner. Rooms with private bath, 
hot water 24 hours; capacity 20 rooms, 
Cable TV. Public phone, fax, e-mail. Price: 
US$12 per person. Breakfast and taxes 
included. Reservations: Tel. (51-1) 444- 
1015; Fax. (51-1)446-7177; Internet Web 
Page: http://www.telematic.edu.pe/users/ 
hsjluis. E-mail: hsjluis@telematic.edu.pe (58) 


SPANISH FOR TRAVELLERS: practical, 
intensive and fun, One-on-one instruction. 
Homestays with Peruvian families 
available. Alternative course on weaving, 
flute, panflute, dance, Peruvian cooking and 
natural dyes, 10% discount for current 
SAEC members, YHA members and valid 
ISIC student card holders. For more 
information contact: Lucho Hurtado & 
Beverly Stuart, Tel:51-64-223-303; Tel/Fax/ 
Ans:51-64-222-395. Email: incas_lucho 
@hotmail.com or incas&lucho@mail. 
hys.com.pe. Post mail: Av. Giraldez No.652, 
Apartado Postal No.510 Huancayo, Peru.In 
operation 20 years... Recommended in all 
the best guidebooks, in the Huancayo 
section. (56) 
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LEARN SPANISH IN THE HIGH ANDES. 
Aventura Peru Andino in Huancayo offers 
1-week to 4-week courses (packages include 
traditional dance classes and a valley tour). 
One-to-one instruction available. Contact: 
Family Pension Huanca, Pasaje San 
Antonio 113-115, San Carlos. Tel. 011-(S1- 
64)223-956, 10% discount for current 
SAEC members. (56) 


SPANISH SCHOOL LA TERTULIA/ 
AMAUTA - CUSCO. Starting daily, one-on- 
one or small groups, all levels. For travelers: 
Survival Spanish. Accommodation at school 
residence or guest families. Beautiful 
building, one block from Plaza. Volunteer 
program and cultural activities. Programs 
include free dinner, salsa class, city tour and 
email. Possibility to study in the Sacred 
Valley! Info: fax (51-84) 241422 or email: 
amautaa@mail.cosapidata.com.pe (56) 


YOUR BEST LINK TO QUALITY 
SPANISH SCHOOLS Ecuador, Peru, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Costa Rica, Spain. 
Superior service at Language Link. Tel: 
(800) 552-2051. E-mail: info@lang 
link.com. Website: www.langlink.com (59) 


LIVE, LEARN, & TRAVEL in the heart of 
the Andes: Homestay/individualized 
Spanish classes in 5 locations in Ecuador, 
P.O. Box 100, Manchaca, TX 78652; 
mashi@macconnect.com (56) 


“THE BEST SPANISH LANGUAGE 
PROGRAMS in the world,” said the highly 
regarded travel publication International 
Living. Locations; Central/South America, 
Mexico, Caribbean, Spain. For all ages & 
levels. Exciting excursions. Homestay or 
hotel. Also: Volunteer/Internship place- 
ments; executive & family programs; 
teacher discounts; academic credit. Want to 
find out more? Contact AmeriSpan. Tel: 1- 
800-879-6640, fax: 215-751-1100, e-mail; 
info@amerispan.com, WWWeb: http:// 
www.amerispan.com. (56) 


PRIVATE SPANISH LESSONS, individual 
or group classes in Arequipa, Peru. 
Information about food, lodging and trips. 
1 week $65. Call Rocio at ++5154-286929, 
e-mail: rocio.oporto@usa.net, www.unsa. 
edu.pe/pp/claro. (56) 

AMAZONAS - Spanish school offers 1 week 
spanish courses in our Jungle branch located 
300 km from Quito. Package includes: 
transportation, classes, lodging, meals and 
excursions with private native guides. 10% 
discount for SAEC members. Tel: (593-2) 
527-509, 504-654. Email: amazonas 
@pi.pro.ec or amazonas@usa.net. WWW: 
htrp:/vww.ecua.net.ec/amazonas (56) 


HELP WANTED AT SAEC: The South 
American Explorers Club is looking for 


volunteers! Intermediate to advanced 


Spanish language ability is a plus. Travel in 
Latin America, especially in Ecuador, Peru 
and Bolivia, is preferred. Are you an 
administrative wiz? Experienced with IBM- 
compatible computers? Do you love people, 
LOTS of people? Interested? Stop in at the 
Quito Clubhouse (Jorge Washington 311 y 
L. Plaza) or the Lima Clubhouse (Avenida 
Portugal 146)! (CL) 


2,500-ACRE TROPICAL MOUNTAIN 
COMMUNITY IN ECUADOR. Features 
year-round growing climate, river, pure 
year-round streams, irrigated fields, pine 
and natural forests, pasture land, wild fruit, 
pre-Inca ruins, Inca highway. Skills needed 
are permaculture, livestock, forestry, 
construction, eco-tourism, doctors, en- 
gineers, and more. Join us! Contact: 
EcoVillage Network, 7040 W. Palmetto 
Park Rd, #288 Boca Raton, Florida USA 
33433 1-500-443-4613 or 011-593-9-818- 
961; uen-list@uevn.org; http://www. 
uevn.org (56) 


OFFICE MANAGER WANTED! Spanish 
School AMAUTA is looking for Student 
Services Coordinator. Requierements: Bi- 
lingual English-Spanish, minimum 6 month 
commitment and excellent communication 
skills. Contact: AMAUTA, P.O. Box 1164, 
fax (51 84) 241422, email: amautabox 
@mail.pol.com.pe (56) 


SOLO MOTORCYCLE JOURNEY— 
Mexico-Central and South America. For 
info, photos, and adventure-documentary 
videos by Jon Saltzman see website at 
www.jonsaltzman.com. E-mail: jonsalt) 
@msn.com (57) 


TRANSITIONS ABROAD MAGAZINE. 
America’s #1 Guide to international work, 
living, study, and independent travel. 20th 
year. $24.95/six issues, Call for a FREE 
sample issue. (800) 293-0373. (TR) 


THE BLOOMSBURY REVIEW, a Book 
Magazine for discriminating readers, 
Reviews, interviews, essays, poetry, and 
more. Send $18 for 8 issues (one year), or 
$3.50 for a sample copy to: The 
Bloomsbury Review, 1762 Emerson St, 
Denver, CO 80218-1012 USA. (TR) 


CENTER FOR ARCHAEOASTRO- 
NOMY Box X, College Pk, MD 20740. 
Journal with news, expedition reports, 
articles, reviews, conference reports. $20/ 
yearperson, $30/year-institutions. Outside 
US add $3 postage. (TR) 
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INCREASED ULTRAVIOLET IN SOUTH 
AMERICA? If you have knowledge of, or 
have experienced severely sunburned skin 
or sore eyes, please contact Jim Scanlon, 
199 Canal Street, #8, San Rafael, CA 94901 
or jscanlon@linex.com or leave message 
415-485-0540. (59) 


EASTER ISLAND AND CENTRAL 
CHILE: Four magical days in Easter 
Island—learn all you can about the 
mysterious Rapa Nui Island, January 31, 
2000 departure. Anitours, 800-243-8264, 
anitours@concentric.net (57) 


VISIT THE HEART OF THE PERUVIAN 
ANDES HUANCAYO - PERU. This is an 
invitation to enjoy a unique place especially 
for the open minded traveller, Huancayo is 
an interesting option! If you want some 
good accurate info, contacts, trips, Spanish 
courses, and/or awesome ESOTERIC 
JOURNEYS to the glacier lakes, Please 
Contact: luchoh@yahoo,com 


RUTAHSA ADVENTURES will show you 
Guatemala like nobody else can or will. See 
what Frommers said about us: http:// 
www.frommers.com/newsletters/02-09-99/ 
article3.html. For independent travelers we 
arrange tepui treks, Galapagos cruises, 
Andean adventures in Peru and Ecuador. 
See http://www.public.usit.net/rfinch/ 
rutahsa.html or contact Dr. Ric Finch, 299 
Allen Hollow Rd., Cookeville, TN 38506. 
(56) 

MILLENIUM TOUR: EASTER ISLAND. 
Departs December 25 from the USA. Spend 
6 days in Easter Island and catch the magic 
of ancient Rapa Nui. For info, call Anitours, 
800-243-8264. 
concentric.net (58) 


Email: — anitours@ 


BOLIVIAN AMAZON. Expertly outfitted 
paddling Previous paddling 
experience not required. No motors. Great 


tours, 


wildlife. Beautiful scenery, Exploratory and 
customized trips available. Rainforest 
Expeditions, P.O, Box 2242 Nevada City 
CA 95959 (Tel/Fax) 530-265-0958, 
rainfrst@netshel,net (56) 


COSTA RICA RAINFOREST CAMPS & 
ECO-TOURIST ADVENTURES, Proyecto 
Campanario offers hiking, tropical ecology, 
snorkeling (scuba Xtra) in remote biological 
reserve. Fax: +501-282-8750, campanar 
@sol.racsa.co.cr, www.campanario.org (56) 


PEDAL PERU / MOUNTAIN BIKE 
ADVENTURES. Offering unique mountain 
bike tours and treks in the Peruvian Amazon 
and Andes, for those seeking active 
adventure! Contact 1-800-711-5055, or e- 
mail: pedalperu@hotmail.com or web page: 
www.pedalperu.com (56) 

CHACHAPOYAS, PERU 
trekking with Vilaya Tours. Hike ancient 
highways. Camp in the cloud forest. 
Explore lost cities. Professional bilingual 


adventure 


guides committed to community-based 
tourism give you the adventure of a lifetime 
in the remote northeastern Andes. 
www.vilayatours.com. or vilaya@yahoo, 
com or call +51-044-777506 (56) 


DISCOVER THE CELESTIAL WORLD 
OF PERU. Enjoy personal and experienced 
service with our customized trips to Machu 
Picchu, Cuzco, Nazca, Sipan, Chan Chan, 
Inca Trail, & Amazon. Last minute travel 
plans are our specialty. Tambo Tours 1-888- 
2GO-PERU (246-7378). (56) 


FERTUR PERU, Tour and travel agent. 
Tourist information, package tours, inter- 
national and domestic flights, excursions, 
reconfirmations, great prices and student 
discounts. Close to SAEC Lima Office. Tel: 
(51-1) 330-5412. E-mail: fertur@correo. 
dnet.com.pe (56) 


PATAGONIA AND PRE-ANTARCTIC 
AREA TOUR. February 16—March 6, 2000. 
Highlights: Torres del Paine National Park 
(Chile), Glacier National Park (Argentina). 
Awesome sights of biggest glaciers in South 
America. Magnificent surroundings, great 
accommodations. For info call: Anitours, 
800-243-8264, anitours@concentric.net (58) 


AL SAFARI TOURS. Jeeps for adventures. 
Custom-made expeditions or join one of 
our groups for hiking, llama trekking, 
camping etc, Ecuador’s biggest and best 
climbing company. Full logistic support for 
your own expeditions. Tel: 1-800-434- 
8182. Fax 593-2-220-426. Email: admin 
@safari.com.ec (56) 


EXPLORE SOUTH AMERICA with the 
Great Adventure People! Travel with small 
international groups using public 
transportation while staying in small locally 
owned hotels. Enjoy the freedom and 
flexibility of independent travel with the 
safety and convenience of a group. G.A.P 
(800) 692-5495 e-mail: 
adventure@gap.ca (56) 


PERU’S INCA TREASURES: A 
MYSTICAL EXPEDITION, Join our team 
of experts, shamans, and mystics on a 12- 
day expedition (July 22-August 2, 1999). 
Participate in ceremonies and archae- 
ological digs at ancient temples and sites 
where members of Inca royalty once lived. 
A nationally known television crew will 
document this expedition for a major 
network. For more information, contact 
Global Research and Discovery network, 
187 Buckingham Road, Tenafly, NJ 07670, 
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Tel: 201-871-9208, Fax: 201-871-3498, 
wwwglobaldiscovery.com, e-mail: globres 
@aol.com (56) 


PERU MAGICAL JOURNEY WILLKA 
T'IKA: Sacred Tours. Machu Picchu. Stay 
at our magnificent Retreat and Garden 
Guest Lodge in the heart of the Sacred 
Valley. Ideal for Special Interest Groups. Tel/ 
Fax: Terry Cumes (888) PERU-070. E-mail: 
info@travelperu.com. Web: http://www. 
travelperu.com (56) 


INCA TRAIL TRIPS to Machu Picchu 
departing every Monday, All trips are less 
than ten hikers. Private trips available for 
groups of four. Extensions to other areas 
available on request. Tambo Tours 1-888- 
2GO-PERU (246-7378). (56) 


Recommended in all the best guide- 
books. Just look in the Huancayo 
section. (56) 


WE NEED NEWS! Just about to toss out 
that New York Times as you get off your 
plane in Quito or Lima? What about that 
old Newsweek you’ve already read? Don’t 
throw it away! Our Clubhouses in Quito 
and Lima need news from abroad! (CL) 


QUITO HASH HOUSE HARRIERS— 
we boast some of the highest hashes in 
the world, Ever hashed above 10,000ft 
before? This is your chance! We meet 
every 2nd Sunday at Ipmin various rural 
settings. For more details contact the 
QH3 on QH3@hotmail.com or the 
SAEC, Quito. (56) 


YACU AMU RAFTING—Join the re- 
cognised experts for the best whitewater 
rafting and kayaking adventures in Ecuador. 


Courses available. We speak English, Spanish 
and Australian! Telefax: 593-2 236-844. 
Email: yacuamuG@rafting.com.ec (56) 


INCAS DEL PERU TRAVEL INFO 
CENTER. Enjoy and Learn while 
Travelling Peru with us! We have a wide 
variety of options starting with good 
accurate information and contacts. 
Homestays in different parts of Peru, maps, 
adventure trips to rarely visited areas, 
biking, trekking, horse riding, camping or 
combining options. We offer, as well, 
Spanish Courses from 1 week to long-term 
courses for travellers and professionals with 
options to learn to play Peruvian music, 
weaving, crafts, and lots more. Contact: 
Email; incas_peru@hotmail.com; Tel: 51- 
64-223-303; Tel/Fax/Ans: 51-64-222-395; 
Av. Giraldez No.652 or 
Apartado Postal No.510, Huancayo, Peru. 
In operation for 20 years... Quality services. 


Post mail: 


HANDCARRIES WANTED: Don’t go 
to Lima or Quito empty-handed, We are 
always looking for people to carry library 
books, magazines, equipment, etc. If you 
think you will have some extra room, 
contact: South American Explorers Club, 
126 Indian Creek Road, Ithaca, NY 
148505 Tel: (607) 277-0488. (CL) 


KEEP US INFORMED! Remember how 
vital those TRIP REPORTS were to your 
last sojourn to Machu Picchu, your 
dissertation on Patagonian penguins, 
your tour of the Pantanal on horseback? 
Submit them on-line at www. 
samexplo.org, send them via e-mail, or 
call, write, or fax the SAEC for blank trip 
SAEC: explorer 
@samexplo.org. 126 Indian Creek Rd, 


Ithaca, NY 14850. 607-277-0488. (CL) 


report forms. 


DISCOVER CHILE, 
PERU & ARGENTINA 


Easter Island Discoverer 
4 nights/5 days from US$439 


Machu Picchu Myth & Mystery 
3 nights/4 days from US$669 


Santiago and Vina del Mar 
4 nights/5 days from US$575 


Lake Crossing Adventure 
5 nights/6 days from US$635 


Salt Flats and Andean Towns 
3 nights/4 days from US$454 


Robinson Crusoe Island 
4 nights/5 days from US$889 


Explora in Atacama Desert 
3 nights/4 days from US$1296 


Bord Cruises (Skorpios) 


$750 
editions 


night cruises from U: 


Punta Arenas/Ushuaia OW 


Buenos Aires at a Glance 
3 nights/4 days from US$505 


PRICES ARE PER PERSON BASED 
‘ON DOUBLE ACCOMMODATION 


WE ARE ALSO CONSOLIDATORS 
FOR LAN CHILE AIRLINES, 
OFFERING COMPETITIVE FARES 
TO CHILE, PERU & ARGENTINA. 


alta TOURS 


Established 1975 
870 Market St, Suite 784, San Francisco CA 94102 
Tel: 415-777-1307, Fax: 415-434-2684 
4-800-338-4191 
http:/www.altatours.com 

E-mail: eovalle@nbn. 


Number 56, Summer 1999 


45 


| 
3 TIPS & NOTES\ 


Top Secret Bolivian 
Maps 


Hikers and mountain climbers have long 
been able to purchase accurate, richly 
detailed 1:50,000 topographical maps of 
Bolivia at the Instituto Geographical 
Militar (IMG) in La Paz. But these very 
same maps are off limits in the United 

States. The general public can- 


not buy them from the National Imagery 
and Mapping Agency (NIMA), which 
makes them, or even view them at the 
Library of Congress. 


The 1:50,000 maps are produced by the 
U.S. government under a bilateral agree- 
ment between NIMA (formerly known 
as the Defense Mapping Agency) and 
IGM that dates back to the 1940s. Para- 
graph 8(a) of the agreement provides that 
the “mapping products acquired under this 
arrangement will not be released by 
[NIMA] to third parties, individuals or 
groups, outside the U.S. government... .” 


‘Two years ago SAEC member Dan Buck 
donated 151 topographical maps of Bo- 
livia to the Geography and Map Division 
of the Library of Congress. The library 
thanked him for his generosity, 
“Your contribution is an impor- 
tant addition to our effort to col- 
lect and preserve the history of 
American cartographic produc- 
tion,” Geography and Map Divi- 
sion Chief Ralph E. Ehrenberg 
wrote, adding “I very much ap- 
preciate your interest in the de- 
velopment of [the library’s] 
cartographic collections.” 
Several months later Buck 
went to consult one of the 
maps at the library and was 
told he couldn’t look at 
them—they were off limits to ! 
the general public, available 
only to employees of the U.S. 
government. 


Buck pointed out the absurdity 

of the situation—he couldn’t 
see the very maps he had do- 
nated to the library only months 
earlier. Library staff lamented that 
its hands were tied, and referred him 


5 
3 
a 
® 
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toNIMA, whose director, Major General 
James C. King, lamented that his hands 
were tied and referred him to the IGM in 
Bolivia. 


According to King, almost all NIMA 
mapping agreements contain such restric- 
tions, and added that his agency has no 
interest in changing these restrictions, “in 
order to ensure our long-term relation- 
ships and access to Bolivian geographic 
information.” 


In other words, thousands of topographi- 
cal maps are off limits to the very taxpay- 
ers who paid the millions of dollars for 
their production, even in cases where the 
country itself sells the maps to the public. 
At last report, Buck had written to New 
York Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
an ardent foe of government secrecy, ask- 
ing for his intervention. 


Do It For Science 


Pick up a trowel and excavate the site of 
the Moche Ceremonial Center of ancient 
Peru. Get up close and personal with 
Costa Rican insects. Study the nocturnal 
battle between predator and prey in 
northern Chile. 


The University Research Expeditions 
Program (UREP) is a great opportunity 
to work in South America with experts 
in the fields of zoology, ecology, archeol- 
ogy, and conservation. Even better, your 

participation fee is tax deductible. 
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For more information, look at their web 
site at http://urep.ucdavis.edu or contact: 


University of California 
One Shields Avenue 
Davis, CA 95616 

Tel: 530-752-0692 

Fax: 530-752-0681 
E-mail: urep@ucdavis.edu 


New Vaccine 
for Malaria? 


A new type of vaccine that uses a virus’ 
DNA to build up viral immunity may 
soon protect you from malaria. Research- 
ers injected 20 human volunteers with a 
DNA vaccine for malaria. After six 
weeks, their blood showed a build-up of 
cytotoxic T-lymphocytes, “killer cells” 
that fight infections. The study only tested 
for an immune response in humans—not 
for actual protection against malaria, 
which kills some 1.5 million to 2.7 mil- 
lion people annually. But based on suc- 


Grab a free copy of 
Adventure Cyclist 


Adventure 
Cyclist is the 
magazine 
for cyclists 
who are 
going 
places. It’s 
pe the only 

\" W magazine 

d exclusively 
devoted to the adventure of bicycle 
travel - events, tours, and great vaca- 
tions. Drop us a line and we'll send 
you a free copy. 


(800) 755-2453 


P.O. Box 8308-AO, Missoula, Montana 59807 
www.adv-cycling.org m acabike@ady-cycling.org 


cess so far, malarial-protection tests 
should start sometime this summer. 


Traditional vaccines, which cost more 
and take longer to produce, use weak- 
ened strands of a virus to stimulate the 
body's immune response. These viruses 
must be grown in certain conditions and 
many need to be kept in cold storage. But 
DNA vaccines are much more stable, al- 
lowing them to be easily transported, es- 
pecially to poorer countries without ad- 
vanced laboratory facilities. 


Introducing viruses into humans through 
traditional live vaccines, such as the po- 
lio vaccine, can in rare cases cause people 
to contract the disease they were trying 
to prevent. Says Stephen Hoffman, direc- 
tor of the Malaria Program at the Naval 
Medical Research Institute, “With a live 
vaccine, there’s always a danger of it re- 
verting and becoming infective. DNA 
can’t become infective.” 


Frog Gone 


To the puzzlement and dismay of experts 
from the Regional Fisheries Agency of 
Junin, Peru, the giant frogs have disap- 
peared. 


A close inspection of Lake Junin and five 
lakes from the district of Marca— 
pomacocha revealed that several subspe- 
cies of giant frogs are now extinct and that, 
although tadpoles swam aplenty, no frogs 
were found in their major breeding 
grounds. 


Luciano Chauca Cardenas, regional di- 
rector of fisheries, stated that these frogs, 
for unknown reasons, often leave their 
habitat in order to die on the banks of 
the lakes. 


Sign Malign 


Have you signed up for another’s year 
membership on an SAEC renewal form? 
Is this your John Hancock? 


Sa5-—— 


If so, you kindly checked off the “Regu- 
lar Membership” box, copied down your 
MasterCard number, scrawled your sig- 
nature, but altogether neglected to tell us 
who you are and where we should send 
your new membership card. 


It would be one thing if this were just an 
isolated incident, but believe it or not, this 
happens all the time. 


Members, if you do not identify your- 
selves outside of a scribbled 


S45—=— 


on your renewal forms, we can’t update 
your membership. Simple as that. Save us 
from hair-tearing frustration—do take a 
moment to fill out the Name, Address, 
City/State/Zip, and Membership Number 
lines. 
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D LoS ers 
Ask the Doctor 


Dr. Joseph Breault graduated from Tulane 
University Schoo! of Medicine with combined MD 
and MPHTM (Tropical Medicine) degrees. Cur- 
rently the staff physician at the Ochsner Clinic in 
New Orleans, he has previously worked at the PHS 
Indian Hospitals in South Dakota and overseas in 
the Dominican Republic and Bolivia. 


Tuberculosis 


Q: When I was in tropical South 
America, I met villagers who coughed 
incessantly. Some months later, I 
heard that some had TB. I feel fine. 
Should I be concerned? 


A. Every year, 8 million people 
worldwide are diagnosed with Tuber- 
culosis (TB) disease; 2.9 million die 
from it. The World Health Organi- 
zation estimates that 1700 million 
people have been infected with the 
germ. It is a serious problem in most 
third world countries including those 
in South America. 

Your family doctor can perform 
a PPD skin test to tell if you have TB 
germs in your body. TB can be 
present as active disease or, more 
likely, as an infection that has not yet 
evolved into active disease and may 
or may not do so. TB disease symp- 
toms include weight loss, night 


sweats, fevers, and chills. If TB in- 
fects the lungs, patients may cough 
up bloody mucus. In 15 percent of 
TB patients, TB germs infect other 
body organs and may not instigate 
coughing. 

I would recommend that you get 
a PPD skin test. If it is positive, your 
doctor will follow up with a chest X- 
ray and might recommend putting 
you on a medicine called INH for 6 
months. 


Q.: What is the difference between 
having the disease and just being in- 
fected? 


A: The difference is in the number 
of organisms. When an infected per- 
son coughs droplets and you breathe 
them into your lungs, you only in- 
hale one or two TB organisms per 
droplet into your lungs. Your im- 
mune system usually seals off the 
microbes and kills them. If you 
breathe in a great number of germs 
or if your defense mechanisms are 
suppressed, then the TB infection 
grows beyond your body’s ability to 
seal them off and control them. 

A few hundred to a thousand 
germs (including those that have 
multiplied after inhalation) turns a 
TB skin test positive. The chance of 
the germs causing TB disease is about 
2-5 percent in the first couple of years 
after a positive PPD, and then 0.1 
percent per year thereafter. If you 
have a positive PPD skin test (signal- 
ing TB infection, not disease), taking 
INH for six months virtually elimi- 
nates the risk of developing the dis- 
ease. 

Tf the germs do break out and 
multiply, TB disease develops when 
you have rapid growth well past 
1000 germs. For example, the typi- 
cal tuberculous cavity in the lung of 
someone with active TB lung disease 
contains 1,000,000,000 organisms. 


Q,: iF 1 get TB disease, what is the 
treatment? 


A: Most people take four different 
medications for 2 months, until bac- 
terial cultures show which medicines 
work best. All in all, medicine is 
taken for six months. There are many 
treatment variations depending on 
allergies, resistance patterns, immu- 
nosuppression, and so on. Most of 
the time, TB is easy to treat as long as 
you take your medicines faithfully. 


Q. How can travelers avoid TB? 


A: People who have TB disease in 
their lungs cough droplets into the air 
that you might breathe into your 
lungs. It takes a lot of close contact 
to spread TB, so the casual traveler is 
usually not at risk. If you are staying 
in a village hut, make sure no one in 
your sleeping room is coughing, par- 
ticularly if the person has been losing 
weight, having night sweats, or fe- 
vers. If so, you should sleep else- 
where. 


Q: What about the BCG vaccine? 


A: The BCG vaccine is not used in 
the United States because those who 
have had it test positive with the PPD 
skin test—in the U.S., the usefulness 
of the PPD skin test to detect TB in- 
fection far exceeds the usefulness of 
the BCG vaccine. This is often not 
true for other countries where TB 
rates are much higher, where PPD 
skin tests are less used due to costs 
and widespread disease. The average 
traveler should not get the BCG vac- 
cine. There may be rare exceptions 
(e.g., an anthropologist living in a 
high-risk village for a year) but these 
should be discussed with your doc- 
tor case by case. 


a) 


You can e-mail medical questions to Dr. Breault at 
joebreault@worldnet.att.net Although the 
questions cannot be answered personally, a selec- 
tion of questions will be answered and published 
in future issues of the South American Explorer. 
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Lima Club 


Travelers are increasingly getting more 
bang for their buck in Peru as South 
America’s financial markets adjust to 
Brazil’s decision in January to stop using 
reserves to bolster its ailing currency, the 
real, The devaluation had an immediate 
dovetail effect on Peru’s nuevo sol, which 
plunged in value nearly 10 percent in a 
few short weeks. In December, one US 
dollar was worth S/,3.10 nuevos soles. 
Eight weeks later, the value of the Peru- 
vian currency had slid to lows of more 
than $/.3.52. 


The devaluation triggered a frenzy of ac- 
tivity on the Peruvian stock market, 
which actually saw steady gains during 
the same period, as foreign corporations 
took advantage of their increased buying 
power. 


In the short term, the trend is good news 
for travelers. But it came as anything but 
good news to the average Peruvian, who 
saw the value of his/her paycheck dra- 
matically decrease. Something to think 
about when haggling over a price for that 
alpaca sweater in the marketplace this 
year. To the average foreign traveler, it’s 
the principle. To the street vendor, 
artisano, or taxi driver, it’s something 
much more tangible. 


At the same time, there’s nothing wrong 
with sticking to the principle that foreign 
travelers should not have to pay exorbi- 
tantly higher prices than nationals for 
goods and services, 


In keeping with that principle, the Lima 
Clubhouse will now make available “in- 
formation sheets” to members and non- 
members alike on topics ranging from 
“what that taxi fare should be” to cur- 
rent listings of reputable hotels and 
hostals, broken down into various price 
ranges. These information sheets will be 
available for free in the Lima 
Clubhouse... but there will be a collection 
jar prominently placed for donations to 
help us recoup our research and produc- 
tion costs, 
£ 


There’s a new face in the Lima Club- 
house. Adam Shoer, a new full-time staff 
member, comes to us froma long jaunt in 
Hong Kong, where he worked in a fam- 
ily manufacturing business. Adam—a 
long-time volunteer in our Ithaca Club- 


house—is keeping our various databases 
clean and up-to-date, and making sure 
members passing through the Club find 
the information they need, 


It was our pleasure to have Diana Mor- 
ris, Quito Clubhouse business manager, 
with us in Lima for an extended visit. 
Diana worked closely with Lima staff in 
retooling our information services in 
preparation for a new millennium—a 
new era for this organization that will 
include a Cusco Clubhouse. 


Which should come as a reminder: Keep 
those donations coming! You can be a 
Cusco Clubhouse Founding Member for 
your US tax-deductible donation of 
$1000. (Of course, it doesn’t have to be 
that much, We'll be grateful for whatever 
you can spare.) Contact our Ithaca Club- 
house for details. 

£ 
Thanks are in order to Clubhouse volun- 
teers Ian Wilcock and Marc Stoll, who 
have helped keep our services just as fine 
as they could be. And to our Peruvian 
staff members, Felicita Nufiez and Julie 
Cruz, whose contributions to this orga- 
nization are very important and very, very 
much appreciated, 

§ 
A round of applause to club members 
Toby Douglas, Kathryn Martell, Annie 
McKee, Carolyn Brooks, not to mention 
SAEC Director of Latin American Affairs 
Melanie Ebertz, for help with 
handcarries. 


After more than a year an a half of serv- 
ing as Lima Clubhouse Manager, Rick 
Vecchio is moving on. Rick writes: 


“I had been a daily newspaper reporter 
for six years when I dropped it all and 
came to South America; a sabbatical, I 
told myself, to live in Peru, learn Spanish 
and see what else was out there. And 
that’s how I came to the Club. I love my 


life in Peru. I have the most beautiful, 
wonderful fiancée. I have no plans to 
leave. I’m totally enthralled by the people, 
the culture, the history, the music. And 
this Club has only enhanced that experi- 
ence. For that I'll always be grateful. As 
for the future, the sabbatical is coming to 
an end, The journalistic urges still tug. So 
maybe it’s time to be a reporter again.” 


Thank you, Rick, for everything you’ve 
done for the Club! 


Quito Club 


So far, 1999 has been challenging for Ec- 
uador. The sucre has been hit hard—the 
devaluation is great for travelers, but a 
hardship for those living in Ecuador. For 
ten days the country was without gaso- 
line. 


Melanie Ebertz lined up a number of 
great presentations for the Quito Club. 
Recent topics included exotic fruits and 
permaculture farming, the work of an 
Ecuadorian artist, the endangered 
Andean Bear, the Tagua Nut (a substitute 
for ivory), and a photographer's view of 
indigenous communities. 


Aside from the presentations, there’s 
other fun things to do at the Quito Club: 
Join our intern Jeff on a Saturday hike, 
take part in our weekly runs in Parque 
Metropolitano or with the Hash House 
Harriers, or come along with those who 
salsa ‘til the wee hours! 


We've started a recycling project funded 
by the Dutch and German Embassies and 
supported by Fundacion Natura. Please 
use the bins in the garden to discard plas- 
tic, tin, and newspapers. 
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As always, thanks to all our members 
who continue to support La Tola (see p. 
51) with donations of money and time. A 
special thanks to those who helped with 
a 60-page translation needed by La Tola 


and the Salesians to get a grant. 
¢ 
S 


Special thanks to our committed volun- 
teer staff who work hard every day to 
provide our members with up-to-date in- 
formation, the Club services, and a warm 
smile. 

x 
Member Tim Tadder, a great photogra- 
pher, computer whiz, and avid climber, 
has created www.cotopaxi.com—a 
source for excellent information on 
climbing in Ecuador, 

¥ 
The Quito Club continues to work with 
Amigos del Turismo to provide the Min- 
istry of Tourism with guidelines for 
ing standards in licensing guid 
proving security in the National Parks. 


reek U 


IN SEARCH OF INCA TREASURES 


A MYSTICAL EXPEDITION 


Journey with us as we explore the spiritual and mystical sides of Peru in an 
extremely unique expedition. Join Global Research's team of experts, shamans and 
the American medium/mystic “TERESA” who will communicate with spirits to 
assist in the search for lost treasures and discover PAST LIFE information. 

During our 12 day journey (July 22-August 2, 1999) we will search for Inca 
treasures and explore ancient temples, abandoned mines, the home of the Inca 
Princess Catalina Huanca and many other sites, On this incredibly unique, once- 
in-a-lifetime expedition you will be an active participant, along side our expert 
team members in ceremonies, archeological digs and exploration. Live lectures on 
shamanism, history and legends will be given in the field and diplomas will be 
awarded to all members. (All archeological finds will be given to the local author- 


ities, with whom we work.) 


Because of the significance of this expedition, a nationally knownTelevision 
crew will film a documentary for a major network. 


For more information please contact: 


GLOBAL RESEARCH AND DISCOVERY NETWORK 
187 Buckingham Road, Tenafly, NJ 07670 
tel: 201-871-9208, 201-641-7212, fax: 201-871-3498 


www.globaldiscovery.com 


email: globres@aol.com 


Flipside Schoolworks 


Dedicated to improving education 
and the quality of life in developing 
communities. 


Tim Currie and Janice Davies 
Lima Clubhouse 
timandjan @rttinc.com 


The 800 people in Lima’s Virgen de 
Fatima pueblo joven are among the very 
poor. Life is hard. The nearest water 
source is a kilometer away and many of 


the children spend the day alone at home 
while their parents are at work. 

Flipside Schoolworks hopes to build 
a PRONOEI school in Virgen de Fatima. 
PRONOEI isa Peruvian and internation- 
ally funded early childhood education 


program. Once built, the school will be a 
kindergarten, daye: 
public education center. The PRONOEI 
program will teach young children basic 
health, hygiene and nutrition, the impor- 


re, play school, and 


tance of clean water, and the dangers of 
drugs, alcohol and smoking. The children 
also get a head start learning the alpha- 
bet, numbers, shapes, and colors. All 
PRONOE 
and biscuits for each student. 

The community has already allotted 
land for the school and will hir 


schools receive fortified milk 


reacher, 
They believe that an early start in educa- 
tion will benefit the whole community 
over time. The PRONOEI project prom- 
ises to be an accomplishment the whole 


community can take pride in because 
with a little financial support, they will 
change their future. 

Flipside Schoolworks has already 
been active with projects both within 
Canada and abroad. We helped collect 
donations for the “La Tola” orphanage 
for Youth At Risk in Quito, Ecuador. This. 
past Christmas, we organized a Christ 
mas party for the children of Virgen de 
Fatima, 


If you can help, please mail donations to: 


Flipside Schoolworks 
4927, 48 Street 

Innisfail, Alberta T4G 1N1 
Canada 
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South American Explorer 


La Tola 


Los Ninos Migrantes 


Diana Morris, 


Quito Clubhouse 
Business Manager 
explorer@saec.org.ec 


Every week at La Tola, we 
see new street kids looking 
fora place to sleep. Thanks 
to caring volunteers at La 
Tola there is always shelter. 

Heavy rain in early 
1999 damaged the roof of 
the classroom at La Tola. 
Many puzzles and games 
were ruined. We hope to re- 
place them as soon as we 
can afford it. 

Western Oilfield Envi- 
ronmental Services in 
Canada is helping to fi- 
nance two new projects to 
provide work for the boys 
of La Tola: 

1. A small gardening 
service that offers grass cut- 
ting and yard maintenance. 

2. A small business 
that will pack Ecuadorian 
cigars in hand-crafted, en- 
graved cigar humidors for 
sale as Christmas presents 
in Ecuador and in North 
America at stores and craft 
fairs. The cigars will come 
with information about La 
Tola. 

A few of the older boys 
are looking for construc- 
tion work around Quito, 
but competition is stiff— 
the devalued sucre and de- 
pressed economy make 
employment difficult to 
find. Unfortunately, those 
lucky enough to get jobs 


have had to deal with a few 
business owners who re- 
fused to pay when there 
were no adults looking out 
for the boys. 

Chris and Ken, two 
members from England, 
are collecting camping sup- 
plies for our La Tola out- 
door program. If you are 
flying from England to 


Quito and can bring some 
of these donations, please 
contact the Quito club! 

Thanks for all your 
donations to La Tola. A 
special thanks to Bob and 
Carol Silva who send a 
generous donation every 
month! 


The SAEC Quito Clubhouse col- 
lects donations and organizes 
volunteers to participate in 
nightly activities and monthly 
outings for La Tola’s “Los Niflos 
Migrantes.” Donations can be 
sent care of the Ithaca office, 126 
Indian Creek Road, Ithaca, NY 
14850. 


Manu Biosphere Reserve Tour Operators since 1985 
Guaranteed Fixed Departures from Cusco 


Bird-watching tours 


Mountain Biking 


In the 
Reserved Zone 
of Manu 


Best quality custom trips 


Jungle white-water rafting Canopy Climbing 


Macaw Clay 


Forest 


DISCOUNTS FOR SAEC MEMBERS !! 
www.manuperu.com 


e-Mail: mnt@amauta.rcp.net.pe 


Info Branch: Portal Comercio 195. 


Plaza de Armas, Cusco. Telefax: +51 84 252526 
we sell 
ac. Manu Cafe 


coffee and tea from all over the world, 
exotic sandwiches, delicious soups and salads 
fondueandraclette 
Av. Pardo 1046. Cusco, Peru. 
Ph: +51 84 252721, Fax: +51 84 234793. 
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Tom Cockrem is a travel writer living 
in Melbourne, Australia. His work has 
appeared in Australian and New 
Zealand newspapers and travel and in- 
flight magazines. 


Impressions of 
Paraty, Brazil 


Tom Cockrem 


osta Verde unfolds below, green—very green— 

and, like so much of the coast near Rio, stun- 

ningly beautiful. The road curves and bends, hug- 
ging the dented coastline all the way to Paraty. I look out the 
window past fields and copses down on the perfect half-moon 
bays, each dotted with its own set of forested isles. 

Along the way, towns like Itaguai, Muriqui, Frade, 
Angra, have sprung up around these perfect bays, inviting me 
to stop, stretch out, and relax. From the blocks of condo- 
miniums, I gather others must have gotten a similar message. 

Paraty sneaks up on me. Has it already been four hours 
since Rio? The bus stops just off Avenida Roberto Silveiro, 
the main strip that leads into the old part of town. Old Paraty 
is cordoned off. Only horse-drawn carts are allowed inside. 
This is a Portuguese colonial town restored to its former gran- 
deur, its authenticity jealously protected. 

I plan to stay one night, sufficient time, I think, to ex- 
plore the old town. The ten or so streets are curiosities, slop- 


ing inward to a gutter that runs along the middle. 
The paving, a pes-de-moleque (orphan’s feet) de- 
sign, is made of river stones of various sizes laid 
unevenly and higgledy-piggledy. 

Santa Rita, one of Brazil’s oldest and most el- 
egant churches, is here, built in 1722 for the “freed 
and mixed-blooded population.” I stroll along the 
main jetty in the early morning and gaze at Santa 
Rita in all its splendor. The Paraty fishing boats, 
famed for their quaint design and vibrant primary 
colors, bob in the harbor. 

Old Paraty’s stately homes are immaculate, the 
paint so fresh it looks wet. Once predominantly 
white with doors and windows trimmed in blue, 
the tradition has given way to a whole range of 
new colors—green, orange, even mauve. Little 
wooden balconies, shuttered windows, hand- 
painted tiles...all proclaim that, in its heyday, 
Paraty was a ritzy locale. 

Paraty grew up on the old Guiana Indian trail 
which wound up through the Facao Mountain 
ridge to the gold mines of Gerais. Donkeys hauled 
the precious metal down the narrow mountain 
trail to the coast—a treacherous run. Paraty’s har- 
bor, was renowned for its excellence, its favorable 


winds, and deep water. Here, the ships came to carry the gold to 
Rio. Some gold disappeared along the trail, and some was lost at 
sea to pirates who operated from hideouts along the coast. So 
great was the loss to pirates that, at the beginning of the 18th 
century, a new route was opened linking Minas Gerais overland 
to Rio. It’s key position lost, Paraty’s fortunes plummeted. 

Forgotten for almost a century, the town revived with cof- 
fee—the new “gold”—coming down the same old trail. With 
coffee came wealth and a restoration of the style and sophistica- 
tion Paraty possessed in times gone by. Ships laden with coffee 
returned with Baccarat crystal, Austrian furniture, Carrara 
marble, grand pianos, and French liquor. Disaster returned with 
the railway, a death blow for Paraty since the train cars with 
sacks of coffee bypassed the old port. By the end of the 19th 
century the population had dwindled from 60,000 to 600, 

Paraty rose again. In 1966, UNESCO proclaimed the town a 
National Monument. Today, Paraty’s gold is tourism. 


os 
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MANU 
EXPEDITIONS 


PERU'S MANU NATIONAL 
PARK AND HORSE- 
SUPPORTED TREKS IN 
THE PERUVIAN ANDES 
OPEC Members 


P.O. Box 606 Fax: (84) 236706 
Cusco Peru Tel: (84) 226671 


E-mail: manuexpe+@amauta.rcp.net.pe 


[ @»_ | MacHuPiccHu 

| | PUEBLO HOTEL 

| ‘ Since 1991 

| CLOUD-FOREST GARDENS 
WAL AT THE FOOT OF THE ANDES 


All different hillside vilage-like casitas Hotel, 62 
comfortable rooms. Fine handicraft setting, 2 large 
riverfront restaurants. Splendid view. Outdoor 
\erraces. Choice international cuisine. Spring water 
‘swimming pool. Bird-watching. A 140 species Orchid 
Trail, Botanical garden. Campsite with toilets and 
hotwater showers, Next to the train station & 
helicopters arrival 


CUSCO AMAZONICO 
PUEBLO HOTEL 
Since 1976 
‘AMAZONIAN 
RAINFOREST 
ADVENTURE 


25,000-acre primary forest private Ecological Reserve. 
Field Research Station; 15 km from Puerto Maldonado 
down the Madre de Dios River. 43 comfortable 2-bed 
native-made bungalows. Private bath. Porch, 
hammocks, mosquito netting, Filtered water. Fine 

food. Full board. Reliable English-guided forest tours 
and cruises. Checklist of flora & fauna 


MAIN OFFICE 
Jr. Andalucia 174 - Lima 18 - Peru 
TEL: (51 1) 422 65 74 - FAX: (51 1) 422 4701 
e-mail: reservas@inkaterra.com.pe 
http://www. inkaterra.com.pe 


PANTIACOLLA TOURS 


Experience in Manu 


Jungle Trips into Peru's 
Manu Park Reserve. 
Bilingual Rainforest Ecologists 
and Naturalists are your guides. 
10% Discount for SAEC Members 


Tel/Fax (51)(084) 238323 Fax: (51)(084)252696 
PO Box 879 Calle Piateros 360 Cusco, Peru 
E-mail: pantiac@mail.cosapidata.com,pe 
Website: www.pantiacolla.com 


EXPLORERS ONIN 


World Records 
© in binds: 595 species 
© batteries: 1200+ species 
© dragon fies: 149 species 


"Tambopata Wildlife Reserve 


Puerto Maldonado 
- Lodge-30 rooms w/private bath 
= Daily jet flights-30 minutes from Cusco 
+ Wildlife, Birdwatching, Photo Safaris 
Bookings: Peruvian Safaris S.A. 
LIMA: Garellaso de la Vega 1334 


Tel: 4-31-3047 or 4-31-6330;Fax: 4-328866 


:Safaris@amauta.rcp.net.pe 
WEB: httn://veruviansafaris.com 


Whole New Concept! 


Garden Guest House ¢» Retreat Center 
Experience Peru’s Sacred Valley 


Ideal for special interest groups 


Phone/fax: 1-888-PERU-070 
E-mail: i .com 
Web: http:/Avww.travelperu.com 


MAYUC-—CUSCO 


ADVENTURE TRAVEL OPERATORS| 
SINCE 1978 
INCA TRAIL TO MACHUPICCHU: 
Departures every Sunday 


~ RAFTING RIO APURIMAC; 
Weekly departures 


~ HEADWATERS OF THE AMAZON: 


Expedition to the Tambopata/Candamo 
Reserve 


0% DISCOUNT to SAEC MEMBERS 


Mayuc-Cusco 
Tel/Fax: 51-84-232666 
P.O, Box 422, Cusco, Peru 
E-mail: chando@mayuc.com 
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South American Explorer 


From Jeff Rothman, 
contador@earthlink.net: 


1) I booked a round trip flight Los 
Angeles-Lima for $432 (it would 
have been cheaper if I didn’t use a 
credit card) with Great American 
Internet Travel, Tel: 818-981-7755. 
It’s a direct flight with LAN Chile, 
and I get American Airline Frequent 
Flyer Miles to boot. 


2) When you get back from a trip, 
send a report by e-mail to Footprint 
Handbooks (publishers of the South 
American Handbook) at 
handbooks@footprint.cix.co.uk. If 
the editors find your information use- 
ful, Footprint Handbooks will give 
you a 50% discount on the book of 
your choice, plus shipping (which 
will run between 2.5 and 5 pounds 
sterling). I got the 1999 South Ameri- 
can Handbook delivered for $23.00 
(instead of $39.95 plus tax). 


3) According to representatives at 
LAN Chile, the entry fee to Chile is 
US$20 U.S. However, the entry-fee 
stamp on your passport is good for 
multiple entries, for as long as your 
passport is valid. 


From Robert Kirk, 
robert_kirk@hotmail.com: 


Although told in the United States 
that cash advances on our Visa debit 
card were limited only by our ac- 
count balance, every bank we used 
in Ecuador told us that we had a 
$400 cash advance limit. Banco 
Guayaquil and Banco Austro were 
the only two banks in Ecuador that 
would process Visa cash advances. 
Although we'd ask for $400 worth 
of sucres computed at the rate of ex- 
change of the day, our bank state- 
ments showed withdrawals that 
ranged between $404.30 to $443.73. 
I suspect that although I signed the 
transactions at one exchange rate, the 
transaction was actually conducted 
at another rate. 


Once, I requested one million sucres 
in Quito, which was equal to 
$187.73 at the exchange rate of the 
day. Imagine my surprise when I saw 
a charge of $1,877.33 on my bank 
statement. Banco Austro quickly 
took responsibility for the transac- 
tion; they had withdrawn ten million 
sucres instead of one million sucres. 
“Oops!” they said, “One zero was 
added by mistake!” They assured me 
that they would credit my account in 


dollars within a couple days. How- 
ever, it took three weeks for them to 
transfer nine million sucres to our 
account—which amounted to only 
$1,371.00 because the sucre had de- 
valued 20% by then. This left us 
$318.60 short. It took another three 
weeks of pleading before Banco 
Austro credited the rest. All in all, the 
process was quite tedious. Although 
the mistake was Banco Austro’s, they 
always acted like it was my problem, 
not theirs. Luckily, I was living in 
Ecuador at the time. If I hadn’t been 
able to nag them three of four times a 
week for six weeks, I’m certain I 
would not have been reimbursed— 
Travelers beware! 


: eeeae 
Do you have any tips you 
picked up during your travels? 
File trip reports! Mail us at: 
South American Explorers Club 
126 Indian Creek Road 
Ithaca, NY 14850 


or e-mail us at: 
tips&notes@samexplo.org. 
See your name in print and 


bask in other members’ thanks 
and admiration. 


oo 
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Common Birds of 
Amazonian Ecuador: 
A Guide for the 
Wide-Eyed Ecotourist. 


(Number 6 in the series: “Parques 
Nacionales y Conservacion Ambiental” 
Chris Canaday (text) 

and Lou Jost (color plates) 


Quito, Ecuador: Ediciones Libri 
Mundi, 1997. 132 pages, with 
maps and 6 plastic color plates for 
field use. 


During the time I’ve worked in the 
Ecuadorian Amazon as an environmen- 
tal geologist and guide, ornithologist 
friends have pointed out hundreds of bird 
species to me. I learned a few names, but 
Twas still overwhelmed by the 1,600-plus 
species in Ecuador. Last year I made a trip 
down the Rio Aguarico with a copy of 
Chris Canaday and Lou Jost’s well-writ- 
ten guidebook for budding birders. With 
it, I left with at least a dozen more names 
committed to memory. 

Common Birds of Amazonian Ecua- 
dor describes and illustrates the fifty most 
frequently seen species. A casual visitor 
should be able to identify at least half the 
birds in the book during a short jungle 
excursion—this is gratifying. The guide is 
organized into a group of flashy birds (par- 
rots, macaws and caciques) and other 
groups based on the environments where 
you might spot them. This scheme allows 
you to quickly find the correct illustration 
and description from your dugout canoe, 
observation tower, or the porch of your 
cabana before the bird has flown off. 

Physical and voice descriptions focus 


on distinguishing features and lack the 
arcane vocabulary of traditional bird 
guidebooks. For instance, the Crimson- 
crested Woodpecker’s voice “sounds like 
a scolding squirrel” and the description 
of the Blue-throated Piping-Guan reads: 
“This turkey-like bird is usually seen in 
the tree tops and flying across rivers. It 
can be identified in flight by its long neck, 
white head, broad wings, and long tail.” 
During my trip down the Rio 
Aguarico our dugout canoe landed at 
Secoya, Quichua, and Shuar villages. 
Since Common Birds of Amazonian Ec- 
uador lists bird names in twelve different 
languages, five of which are 
spoken by indigenous tribes, 
Lused this guidebook to start 
up conversations. The smiles 
and laughs at my foreign ef- 
forts to pronounce their 
names for the birds helped 
bridge two very different cul- 
tures and stimulated eve- 
nings of stories about how 
these birds fit into their ev- 
eryday life as food, pets, and 
characters in mythology. 
Artist Lou Jost painstak- 
ingly rendered each bird il- 
lustration in the book from 
years of field observations 
and cloistered observation of 
museum specimens. The re- 
sult is a collection of beauti- 
ful and accurate depictions 
(with inset geographical dis- 
tribution maps). Indeed, this 
glossy paperback would 
make an excellent coffee- 
table book. Thoughtfully, 
the authors decided to add 
six removable plastic-coated 
plates of the birds for use in 


ques We 


aguide for tt 


the field on those all-too-common rainy 
days. 

Chris Canaday’s conversational style 
in the introduction sets a tone of invita- 
tion for us neophytes to the world of 
birds. He covers the process of how birds 
are named, avian habitats, scientific or- 
ganization of species into families, and 
the fundamentals of bird watching. Al- 
though the book is ostensibly written for 
the Cuyabeno Reserve, it can be used 
throughout the Ecuadorian Amazon and 
in surrounding countries. 

Both authors are committed to fight- 
ing the illegal trade in tropical birds and 
to conserving land that is quickly disap- 
pearing in Ecuador due to oil develop- 
ment and colonization. The last chapter 
focuses on this problem and explains ef- 
fective steps readers can take to help. 

Common Birds of Amazonian Ecua- 
dor is a must for visitors to the Amazo- 
nian lowlands. Don’t leave the Amazon 
to tell folks back home you saw “some 
parrots, macaws and a bunch of other 
birds I can’t remember” because you were 
overwhelmed by the plethora of informa- 
tion in traditional bird guidebooks. 

The authors are in the process of edit- 


nbiental 


Amazonian Ecuador 


J ecotourist 


Chris Canaday & Lou Jost 
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ing a Spanish version of the book, and 
more guides to the flora and fauna of 
Ecuador are planned in the series 
“Parques Nacionales y Conservacion 
Ambiental” in the coming years. 
—Mark Thurber 
Available through SAEC, $32.00 
[Members $30.00] Item #167. 
800-274-0568. 


Sweat of the Sun, Tears of the 
Moon:A Chronicle of an 
Incan Treasure 


Peter Lourie 


Bison Books, University of 
Nebraska Press, 1998, 307 pages. 


November 16, 1532 in Cajamarca: 
Francisco Pizarro’s 160 man army 
slaughtered 7,000 Incan soldiers. The 
Spaniards suffered not a single fatality. 
When the doomed Incan ruler Atahualpa 
suddenly found himself Pizarro’s pris- 
oner, he offered a deal that his greedy 
captor readily accepted: a large room 
filled once with gold and twice with sil- 
ver in exchange for his freedom, In the 
ensuing months load after load of stupen- 
dous riches streamed in from the far 
reaches of the empire until finally the 
promised deed stood accomplished. 
However, the deceitful Spaniards hadn’t 
for a moment seriously considered releas- 
ing Atahualpa. In an act of treachery they 
summarily garrotted him on July 26, 
1533. 

But Pizarro made a costly miscalcula- 
tion when he killed his valuable hos- 
tage—the ransom they received 
amounted to only a small portion of Inca 
gold. According to Gonzalo Fernandez de 
Oviedo, the first historian of the con- 
quest, the greater part of Inca gold had 
yet to arrive from Quito. When the Incan 
general Ruminahui learned of the execu- 
tion he immediately sent it elsewhere. 
Oveido wrote, “It is known with great 
certainty that Captain Ruminahui left 
with twelve or fifteen thousand warriors, 
and he carried away sixty thousand loads 
of gold...to where he thought it best to 
hide.” That spot, according to legend, lay 
in the cloud forest mountains adjacent to 
his birthplace of Pillaro—the cold, wet, 
foggy and dreadfully inhospitable 
Llanganatis of the Ecuadorian Andes. 
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If Oviedo provided a credible account 
of how the treasure was amassed and its 
general whereabouts, a 16th century 
Spanish soldier named Valverde ostensi- 
bly pinpointed the more specific location. 
A poor man who married the daughter 
of an Indian chief of Pillaro, he appar- 
ently became very rich following a series 
of gold-finding forays into the 
Llanganatis. On his deathbed he detailed 
his route to the treasure for the King of 
Spain, an account known as the 
Derrotero de Valverde (Path of Valverde), 
The famed British botanist Richard 
Spruce uncovered a copy of this docu- 
ment in Ecuador during the early 1860's, 
and its subsequent inclusion as the final 
chapter in his posthumously published 
“Notes of a Botanist on the Amazon and 
Andes” of 1908 brought it to public at- 
tention—but not before word of his dis- 
covery leaked out and led to a very in- 
triguing expedition by a New England sea 
captain. Even the staid Royal Geographi- 
cal Society became involved in this ongo- 
ing saga, and through them the honor- 
able George M. Dyott. All of them, and 
numerous others, thought they were onto 
something big. 

Enter Peter Lourie, a young American 


anthropological student con- 
ducting fieldwork in Ecuador 
during 1982. After meeting 
Llanganatis treasure seeker 
Andrés Fernandez-Salvador, 
he found himself so inexora- 
bly drawn into the same tanta- 
lizing quest that he quit his re- 
search in order to concentrate 
on his new obsession. His life 
became intertwined with a co- 
terie of serious seekers, shar- 
ing the same passionate inter- 
est and treasure-hungry, self- 
destructive behavior. Eventu- 
ally he broke through the haze 
and hooked up with the most 
respected authority on the 
Llanganatis mystery, the inde- 
fatigable Eugene Brunner, a 
concentration camp survivor 
whose knowledge of the trea- 
sure stemmed from over forty 
years of dedicated research 
and on-site experience. 

Sweat of the Sun, Tears of 
the Moon is a triumph for the 
author and a pleasure for the 
rest of us. Lourie’s prose shines 
in every chapter and makes 
even the most mundane situation inter- 
esting. He’s introspective, not averse to 
self-criticism, and candidly reveals the toll 
that treasure hunting levies on the par- 
ticipants. He avoids clichés, wordiness, 
and redundancy with the fervor of a cre- 
ative writing professor (which he is, at 
Middlebury College), opting instead for 
crisp, delectable descriptions: “Dusk dis- 
solved into darkness; the pickup appeared 
to drive itself. The green glow from the 
dashboard made Andy’s hands on the 
wheel seem radioactive, like clumps of dis- 
embodied energy.” Rich, textural passages 
and the enchanting mood they create are 
woven into the very fabric of this reward- 
ing book. 

Peter Lourie could successfully write 
about anything. It’s our good fortune 
that he chose such a worthy and over- 
looked subject as the lost treasure of the 
Llanganatis. 

—Mark DeMaranville 


Available through University of 
Nebraska Press. 800-755-1105. 
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Private and Group Lessons 
Professional and Survival Spanish 
Guest Family or School Accommodations 
Quechua Lessons & Cultural Workshops 
Volunteer Work Program 


auta 


LTD tanguage School 


PO. Box 1164, Cusco, Per 
Email: amaut mail.cosapidata.com.pe 
Website: nttp://www.telser.com.pe/amauta 


/F §184-241422 


HOSTAL IQUIQUE 
[Run by a friendly family; very comfortable rooms, 
hot water, kitchen facilities, 
SWBSII.00 SSB$7.50 
DWBSI3.00 DSBS9.50 
Specials for group and SAEC members. 
Airport pick-ups available ($10.00) 
Ar. Iquique 788 - Lima $ Peru 
Tekefan(StIy ese ‘Telef:(511)423-3699 
Email: HI7S8ablockbuster.com.pe 


HOSTAL LORETO 


¢ On the corner of the Plaza de 
Armas in Cusco, Peru 
+ Reasonable prices and hot water 


24 hours a day 
Loreto 115 


Tel: 51-84 226352 


The Lima Herald 


The only weekly English- 
language newspaper in Lima 


Packed with general and 
business news, travel 
features, cultural reviews, 
and much, much more, 
Available ever Monday at 
a news stand near you. 


FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Call (51-1) 444-0815/444-3849 
Fax (51-1) 242-3669 
e-mail: |herald@pol.com.pe 


Our Address: 

Colle Suecia 339 

Plaza de Armas 

Tell Fox: (51) 84-243736 

Tele (51) 84-239669 
e-moikinguro@genqo.rp.netpe | 


Cusco - Peri 


Atogsayk'uchi 594 

San Blas - Cusco - Peri 

Tel: (51) 84-223012 

‘e-mail: grial_celta@yahoo.com 


Rates: SWB US$19 DWB USS28 
Continental breakfast and taxes included 
‘30% discount off season (Sept-May) 


Members! 


If you move, let your 
Club know at least a 
month in advance. 
Send a postcard, give a 
call, or drop us a 
message through e- 
mail at: 
explorer@samexplo.org 
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South American Explorer 


WANTED! 


TOUR 
LEADERS 
ARE YOU? 


* In love with Latin America 
* A born explorer 

* Able to speak the lingo 

* Outgoing and fun 

* Well organised 

* A natural leader 

* Willing to commit 


If you think you've got what it takes 
to lead English speaking groups of 
up to 21 people on local transport 
throughout Latin America, then 
send us your CV and tell us why! 


an 


1st Floor, 14 Barley Mow Passage 
Chiswick, London W4 4PH, UK 


Tel/fax: 0044 181 994 2182 
Email: TucanUK@aol.com 


Sweat of the Sun, 
Tears of the Moon 
Revised Edition 


By Peter Lourie 


Ace 


HOTEL 
kkk 


* Located in Miraflores, the nicest 
modern and touristic area. 


* Comfortable as a great hotel. 
* Personal and qualified attention. 
* We honor all major credit cards. 


tidal Pe 
3590 4444662 
446-8030 


“The book is sheer 
excitement.”— 
Booklist 
Eight billion dollars’ 
worth of Inca gold 
and silver are 
rumored to be 
hidden in an 
unmapped region of 
the Andes. This is 
the captivating story 
of that fabled 


treasure. 


Also of interest 
Digging Up Butch 
and Sundance 
Revised Edition 

By Anne Meadows 
fully 
"—Kirkus 


University of Nebraska Press publishers of Bison Books 
800-755-1105 nebraskapress.uunl.edu 


mi 
Spanich Language Immersion! 
ws y Inucho mae! 


Four great schools in four diverse and 

beautiful locations in Nicaregua! Quality 

instruction, Family room & board, Cultural 

activities & excursions, & Volunteering. 

Low cost tuition helps support local 

development programs! 

MS Nicaragua Spanish Schools 
800-211-7393 / +805-687-9941 
 QZGF39A@prodigy.com 

hittp://pages. prodigy.netinss-pme 
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Costa Rica Guide 
Paul Glassman 
You'll need a guidebook to find Costa 
Rica’s sandy beaches, explore its exotic 
tropics and extensive national parks, as 
well as glean information on jungle 
trains, fishing along the Caribbean, the 
Osa Peninsula, Pods Volcano, and more. 
1996, List price $17.95. 
$13.95[Members $12.50] Item #203 


OPEN ROAD PURLIKHING 


COSTA RICA 
GUIDE 


= conuneaTeRy 
TWN FRAVELINY GNOME K MAIN GUIDE 0 OHTA RCA! 


YOUN PAINPORT TO GREAT TRAVEL! 


PAUL GLASSMAN 


Guatemala Guide 

Paul Glassman 

This is the book to take along when vis 
ing Guatemala City, the western high- 
lands, the Pacific Lowlands, Petén, Tikal, 
and points in between. One in a series of 
excellent Glassman Guides filled with 
useful information on Guatemala’s cul- 


The South American Explorers Club sells.a 
host of other excellent guidebooks and maps of 
South and Central America, and cassettes and 
CDs of Latin American music. To place an 
order or to request a free catalog: use the order 
form on page 63, call (800) 274-0568 
(9A.m.-5p.. EST), fax your request to (607) 
277-6122, e-mail us at explorer 
@samexplo.org, of take a look at our catalog 
on-line at www.samexplo.org. 


ture, geography, history, customs, and 
hotels, 1997. List price $17.95, 

$12.95 [No Member Discount] Item 
#204 


OPEN ROAD PUBLISHING 


‘Youm PAMHOWT To GREAT TRAVEL 


PAUL GLASSMAN 


Warriors of the Clouds 

A Lost Civilization in the Upper Amazon 
of Peru 

Keith Muscutt 

This book is a richly-illustrated explora- 
tion of the spectacular region and archae- 
ology of the Chachapoya, an ancient civi- 
lization of the upper Amazon in the Pe- 
ruvian Andes. Eighty incredible color 
photographs and 9 maps of the area. Pa- 
perback, 128 pages. 

$29.95 [Members $26.95] Item #104 


WARRIORS 


Tropical Nature 

Adrian Forsyth and Ken Miyata 
Possibly the best field guide to the ex- 
traordinary richness of the tropical 
rainforest. It combines shrewd scientific 
observation with solid natural history. A 
book of grace and humor, No better in- 
troduction to tropical biology. A favorite 
of Club members for the last 10 years. 
$13.00 [Members $12.00] Item #163 


ADRIAN FORSYTH 
ind KEN MIYATA 


TROPICAL 


NATURE 


Lessons of the Rainforest 
Suzanne Head & Robert Heinzman 
The standard reference book for 
rainforest professionals. Insightful and 
knowledgeable essays by the leading ex- 
perts seeking to find alternative strategies 
to rainforest destruction. 

$14.95 [Members $13.95] Item #109 
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cited hy 


SUZANNE HEADand ROBERT HEINZMAN 


Sustainable Harvest and 
Marketing of Rain Forest 
Products 

Mark Plotkin and Lisa Famolare 
Focuses on the economic development of 
forest products such as medicines, latex, 
oils, and resins, which can be extracted 
with little or no damage to the forest eco- 
system. Intriguing alternatives to defor- 
estation that also help ecosystem conser- 
vation, cultural survival, and community 
development. 

$14.95 [Members $13.95] Item #109 


\F 


Gnd vee 
Mark Platkin and“ 
Usa Farholare 


consenvay 
INTERNA’ 


The Fate of the Forest 

Developers, Destroyers, and Defenders of 
the Amazon 

Susanna Hecht and 

Alexander Cockburn 

This book discloses the chilling pan- 
orama of the destruction of the Amazon: 
the extinction of flora and fauna, the poi- 
soning of rivers, the persecution and 
slaughter of Indians, rubber tappers, and 
settlers, It explains that if human hands 
are destroying the forest, only human 
hands—those of the forest dwellers them- 
selves—can save it; for the Amazon rain 
forest to flourish, its people must flour- 
ish also. Hardcover, 266 pages. 

$17.95 [Members $15.95] Item #302 


DALE PARE Or 


ELE 


FORE ST 


A HECH I 
DER COCKBUE 


Traditional Textiles of the 
Andes 

Life and Cloth in the Highlands 

Lynn Meisch 

This book features eighteenth-, nine- 
teenth-, and twentieth-century textiles 
woven by the Aymara and Quechua. De- 
tailed captions accompany nearly 150 
dazzling color photographs of everyday 
and ceremonial textiles of all types—pon- 
chos, skirts, belts, hats, slings. Essays ad- 
dress such topics as the history of fibers, 
dyes, imagery, and textile use in the re- 
gion, and the effects of urbanization and 
westernization on traditional Andean 
weaving. Large format, paperback, 157 
pages. 

$24.95 [Members $21.95] Item #133 


UE Pst GAN AH ang 
TRADITIONAL | 
TEXTILES 
OF THE ANDES 


Living in Latin America 

A Case Study in Cross-Cultural Commu- 
nication 

Raymond L. Gorden 

For the traveler, student, or general 
reader, this book brings the process of 
cross-cultural communication in Latin 
American countries into sharp focus. 
Drawing upon numerous case studies, the 
author shows why goodwill, intelligence, 
and language do not guarantee successful 
cross-cultural interaction. Read this for 
advice on how to perceive and respond to 
unspoken assumptions about life and to 
the subtle nonverbal messages that differ 
in every cultural setting. 

$15.95 [Members $12.95] Item #327 


Living in 
Latin America 


A Case Study in Cross-Cultural Communication 


NELLA LLL TTT LLL TTT Ta 
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south america maps 


Non-Member Price / Member Price / Item # 


SOUTH AMERICA (1:15,000,000) 

Healey ... wee LIS oe 
Healey’s Northwest Sheet 153 (134,000,000) . 8.95 . 
Healey’s Northeast Sheet 154 (1:4,000,000) . 
Healey’s Southern Sheet 155 (1 
ANTARCTICA (1:8,000,000) 
ARGENTINA 

Argentina Road Map (1:4,000,000) ... 
Aconcagua Topo (American Alpine Club). 
Tierra del Fuego (1:750,000) .. 
BOLIVIA 

Bolivia (1:2,000,000) 
Cordillera Real Map 
Cochabamba 
Copacabana 


+ #403 
. #383 
. #384 
. #385 
. #480 


. #400 
. #412 
. #402 


. #581 
#535 
. #404 
#405, 
. #406 
. #407 
sone #409 


BRAZIL 
‘Amazon Basin (1:4,000,000) ... 
Brasil Guia (Atlas; case; 64 maps; 1990) 
Brazil Political Map (1:5,000,000) .. 
Guide to Rio (Map, tourist infe 
Sao Paulo City Map (Portuguese) laminated . 
CHILE/EASTER ISLAND 

Torres del Paine Trekking Map 
Chile 8 Argentina Border 
Chile Road Map (1:2,000,' 
Carretera Longitud. Austral (1 
Easter Island (1:30,000)... 
COLOMBIA (1:2,000,000) 
ECUADOR/GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 
Ecuador Travel Ref. Map (1:1,000,000) 
Cuenca Guide 
Quito Guide . 
Galipagos Islands 


wee #793 
oe #4BL 
oe #482 
#488 
wee #490, 


we H79S 
we #532 
« #530 
1. HS3L 
. #534 
#560 


wee HAOL 
. #484 
. #582 
. #596 


Galépagos Guid #485 
Guayaquil Guide ... cone HABE 
Topographical Ma 

Alausi #583 
Cafar #584 
Chimborazo . #585 
Cotopaxi . #586 
Machachi S87 
Mulalo . #588 
Pintag #589 
Sincholagua #590 
Climbing Guides: (In English, 4 pages) 

Cayambe (5,760m; Whymper Route) .... 4594 
Chimborazo (6,310m; Whymper Route) #591 
Cotopaxi (5,897m; Normal Route) . #592 
Ilinizas (5,266m; Normal Route) 1. HSIS 
Tungurahua (5,016m; Normal Route) . #593 
GUYANA (1:850,000) .. . #410 
PERU 

Peru Road Map (1:2,000,000)..... . #620 
Cordilleras Blanca & Huayhuash Ma, . #625 
Lima City Map .. . #622 
Cusco Tourist Guide a HAZ 
Department Maps 


Non-Member Price / Member Price / Item # 


#630 
#631 
#632 
#633 
#634 
#635 
#636 
#637 
#638 
#639 
#640 
#641 
#642 
#643 
#644 


Amazonas 
Ancash.. 
Apurimac.. 
Arequip: 
Ayacucho . 
Cajamarca 
Cuzco .. 
Huaneavelica 


Lambayeque 
Lima (see city map above) 
Loreto... 


Madre de Dios #645 
Moquegua #646 
Pasco 4647 
Piura #648, 
Puno #649 

#650 
Tacna #651 
Tumbes #652 


Ucayali 
‘Topographical Maps ( 


#653 


#654 
#655 
#664 
#668 
#656 


Chivay . 
Chuanquiri « 
Corongo 


Huambo vn H665 
Huari #657 
Nasca #619 


#658 
#666 
#659 
#667 
#660 
wo #626 


Ocongate .. 
Orcapampa .. 
Recuay . 
Urubamba 


Bg 
Inca Trail (1:25,000) 
(new map, new price due ‘99) .. 
Llanganuco/Santa Cruz Trail 
Vileanota (Auzangate) Trail (1: 
Huaraz Topo 
Pomabamba 
SURINAME (1:750,000 
VENEZUELA (1:1,750,000) 
CENTRAL AMERICA 
Healey’s Central America 156 (1:1,800,000) . 8. 
Belize Map (1:350,000) . 
Costa Rica Map (1:500,000) 
Guatemala (1:500,000).. 
Honduras Road Map 
Mexico (1:3,000,000) 
Mexico Road Atlas (1: 


v0 #627 
#628 
#629 
#662 
#663 
#411 
#710 


#750 
#781 
#786 
#782 
#787 
#783 
. 12.95 .. #784 


Panama Map (1:800,000) .. B95 ou 7.95 soon #797 
El Salvador (1:375,000) . TIS 1, 69S os #791 
Yucatan Peninsula (1:1,000,000) . TIS oe 6.95 ve #780 
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South American Explorer 


For Club and travel information: 
1-607-277-0488 


To place an order: 1-800-274-0568 
Monday-Friday, 9am—Spm EST 


FAX (for orders or information): 
1-607-277-6122 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year 


> Membership 


Give the gift of Membership to a friend, to yourself, or 
to your whole family. See page 2 for a partial list of 
benefits. All membership dues and additional dona- 
tions are fully tax-deductible, 

All members outside the United States add U.S. 
$10.00 for postage. (U.S. $7 Canada) 
Us $40 O Coupl us $700 
5 suisa 


$2250 


Regular ... 
Contributin, 
Supporting . 
Life .. 
Afterlife .. 
Subscription 


$22 Q Two years 


Note: Subscribers do not receive Membership 
discounts or use of Club Services, 


> Postage and Handling 


Domestic Orders 

Note: Do not include membership fees or tax in 
total to which shipping is applied. 

. $2.00 $75.01 to $10 
. $3.50 $100.01 to $150 .. $10.95 
$4.50 $150.01 to $200... $12.95 
$6.50 $200.01 to $250... $14.95 
$50.01 t0 $75 svssns $7.95 Over $250 sonsesnies $16.95 


When shipping to more than one address, add $3.00 
to Postage and Handling. For UPS 2nd Day, add $8.00 
to postage. For Next Day air, add $12.00 to postage 
{continental U.S. only) Allow 7-14 days for delivery in 
the US. 


Foreign Orders 

If your order is to be sent outside the U.S. and you are 
paying by Visa or Mastercard, specify air or surface 
mal, and we will add the correct amount to your credit 
card. 

If you want, send your order, and we will advise you 
of the total cost plus postage charges so you can pay 
by check. Foreign checks and money orders must be in 
U.S. funds drawn on a bank with a U.S. office. 


To help us serve you better 


Gift Certificates are available in any denomination; 
US$10.00 minimum. 


The fine art of giving 

Send a Gift Membership, merchandise, or free catalog 
to the person of your choice. Simply specify their name, 
address and the items you want shipped in the “Ship 
to” section to the right. 


0 


der form 


Quantity | Item # Item Name Price 
— a S Subtotal 
8% Sales Tax (New York residents only) 
Postage and Handling 
Membership 
Gift Membership 
TOTAL US $ 
BILL TO 
Name: 
Address: 
City/State/Zip: 
Telephone: 
SHIP TO 
Name: 
Address: 
City/State/Zip: 
Telephone: 


NOTE: UPS cannor petiver To P.O. Boxes 
Visa/Discover/Mastercard (for orders of US $15 or more): 
Number: 


Expires: Signature: 


Or call 1-800-274-0568 or FAX 1-607-277-6122 


Send payment in U.S. dollars drawn on a U.S. bank to: 


South American Explorers Club, 126 Indian Creek Road, Ithaca, NY, USA 14850 


Please check the appropriate boxes: 
O New Address Q New Member or Subscriber 
Don't exchange my name with other organizations 


Renewing, Membership # 
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Andean Ascents 


The long-overdue and indispensable climbing guide to the moun- 
tains of Bolivia is here at last! 

The first English-language climbing, guide to Bolivi 
livia: A Climbing Guide offers detailed descriptior 
from mod 
technical a 


s peaks, Bo- 
s of everything 
now treks a bus ride away from La Paz to extreme 
in distant, lonely ranges. This guide covers all four 
Bolivian ranges—Cordilleras Apolobamba, Real, Quimsa Cruz, and 
Occidental—and outlines major and alternate routes on 37 peaks. 


Bolivia: A Climbing Guide includes: 

* Clear, accurate topographical and area maps 

* Advice on acclimatization, local transport, supplies, and climbing 
resources 

¢ Thorough equipment, food, and first-aid lists 

¢ A history of climbing in Bolivia, including first ascents of every 
summit covered 

* Sample contracts in English and Spanish for hiring porters, mules, 
and vehicles. 


Bolivia: A Climbing Guide 
by Yossi Brain 
The Mountaineers, 1999 


Paperback, 224 pages, $16.95 |Members $14.95] Item #362 
To order this book, see form on page 63. 


we © Yossi Brain 


THE MOUNTAINEERS 


